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February 20, 2011 

  
Mark 5:35-43 

INTRODUCTION 

How do we pray for our children? How do we pray for their temporary, earthly needs and 
how do we pray for the salvation of their souls? I hope it is clear by now especially after 
last week
parents, we are afraid for our kids in unhealthy ways. At our worst, we do not trust God as 
we ought to even with their physical life, much less so with their souls.  

 JESUS IN-FORMS THE FAITH OF PARENTS 

 JESUS IN-FORMS THE LIFE OF OUR CHILDREN 

God 
speaks and the world is made. That is the creative word of God. But also in the Bible God 
speaks and his people listen and obey. That is the prescriptive word of God. In both cases, 
the information of God makes the form of everything else. As the Creator, God gives form 
to the things He makes by his word. As our covenant Lord, God gives form to the life of his 
people by his word. Information in-forms. Please do not forget these foundational truths of 
the biblical worldview when you read the narrative of the life of Jesus on earth. He is fully 
God in addition to being fully man, so what do you think He uses his words for? 

The Big Idea is that if anyone is going to bring our children to life it is Christ alone. 

I have another operative assumption going into this text. We have seen it every time Jesus 
performs a miracle; and that is that our physical diseases and the healings of them are signs of 
our deeper spiritual disease and its solution. Physical death is no exception. Paul tells us in 1 
Corinthians 15, 

 

from God, then my death separates me from God forever unless He gives me a new life. 
ath.  

Little Girl, Arise! 
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DOCTRINE 

I. JESUS IN-FORMS THE FAITH OF PARENTS 

 A) Do Not Fear, Only Believe {35-37} 

1. 
 And this is the moment we all fear as parents: when 

to get a call from the hospital or a knock on the door from the police, and all that it would 
mean if one of our children were suddenly taken from us forever. Now the messengers 
finished their message in an interesting way: Why Is this 

An impersonal plural pronoun is 
used of these messengers. It is likely that Mark wants to paint any disbelievers here as noisy, 
discouraging background. But remember that Jairus had fallen down before him earlier and 

home too.   

2. Mark points out that Jesus overheard what they said (36a). He hears all of these fears, 
one way or the other. We might as well intentionally bring these fears to him: 
not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in 
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw 
near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 

-16]. We should remember that Jesus was intentional about healing the 
bleeding woman so that He was in no hurry. Does this remind us of any similar stories? 

 

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, 
he stayed two days longer in the place where he was [Jn. 11:5-6]. 

Because Jesus loved them, therefore He stayed two days longer so that Lazarus would die. 

informed that if God really loves us then He has to give us the one thing that will be best for 
us, namely, to see Him in all his glory. A resurrection in both of these cases will bring Jesus 
more glory than another healing of sickness, and therefore it is a more loving act toward us. 

When we hear the messengers first come up to Jairus and when we arrive back at the home 
to the scene of mourning, the message is clear
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unbelieving sympathizer with your parenting may have what looks like good intentions. But 
his outlook is not informed by trust in God: 

5:9]. 

4. Now contrast this with the simple words of Jesus: Jesus 

distinction anyway we resent 
advice like this Just believe; Just trust God; Just pray, etc. But could it be that in these 
cases the simplest and oldest advice is the most profound and we only dismiss it as simplistic 
because we choose to hear it on the surface and not look deeper into its meaning?  

5. As a side-note that comes into play later on, it says that he allowed no one to follow him except 
Peter and James and John the brother of James (37). These three disciples were already pegged as 
the inner-circle back in 3:17 and 
and the Garden of Gethsemane [14:33]. The reason it is significant here is that Jesus takes 
only a small group into the see the miracle and shuts out the crowds. Hold that thought.   

 Not Dead Until the Final Death {38-40} 

1. They came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping 
and wailing loudly (38). The atmosphere here, if we can see it, is like vultures gathering 
around a carcass. That may seem off-base because these people are only sympathizing, or 
actually mourning the loss of this girl. But just watch the picture develop: And when he had 
entered, he said to them,  Now if Jesus 
himself is posing this question as a problem, you have to adjust your view to his.   

2. One of the main things we have to do in interpreting this passage is to tackle the meaning 
of The child is not dead but sleeping (39b). Let me suggest that Jesus knows very well that the 
girl is dead; but from an eternal perspective, sleep here represents our death in Adam that 

 death is viewed as a bad 
Consider and answer me, O LORD my God; light up my eyes, lest I 

 
But we 

do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not 
as far as the intensity of your 
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prayers and the longing of your h
only asleep.  

4. Concentrated faith has to shut the doors on the chatter of unbelief. It says that they laughed 
at him. But he put them all outside and took the child's father and mother and those who were with him 
and went in where the child was (40)  

II. JESUS IN-FORMS THE LIFE OF OUR CHILDREN 

 {41-42} 

1. This is not a formula; but it is a form. Just like we saw last week, in the case of the 
woman with the hemorrhage: avoiding one extreme, we could say that there was no magic 
in the garment of Jesus and there was no creative power in her faith over Jesus; but, 
avoiding the other extreme, her faith was instrumental and therefore there were things 
about it that mattered. Likewise, here, avoiding one extreme, the use of the Aramaic words 
and the order of everything Jesus did is not some kind a mantra or model for us; but, 

and his miracles performed on us. So, Taking her by the hand he said to her,  
which means,  This tells us the story of the resurrection of 
Christ and the new birth of the Christian. They go together. Those who Jesus comes to, 
even though they are currently spiritual dead, will be made alive in the power of his 
resurrection you have been raised 
Colossians is taught throughout the New Testament, namely that when God saves a sinner, 

 say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 

Or elsewhere,  

he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead [1 Pet. 1:3].  

even when we were dead in our trespasses, (He) made us alive together with Christ by 
grace you have been saved and raised us up with him [Eph. 2:5-6]. 

Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live [Jn. 5:25]. 
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2. Jesus here shows us divine power in his creative word through human lips giving 
the gospel call Rise! Get up! Come! Follow! Look to Jesus! And the very first thing she 
saw when she opened her eyes was the face of Jesus Christ: 

uble-use of euthys here: And 
immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve years of age), and they were 
immediately overcome with amazement (42). God spoke into darkness and immediately the 
corpse became a life and immediately it looked different than it did just seconds before. This 

resurrection! Over such the  

3. God is one- -

am I supposed to draw a pie chart repres
be two pies in that chart

job descriptions. But 

he was ready to give up his son: 
  

 B) Our Responsibility Over the Life of Our Children {43} 

1. Jesus gives two pieces of instruction. First, he strictly charged them that no one should know 
this (43a). Their uninformed amazement was his secret. Why? Think about it. Of all the 
times that Jesus told people to keep things quiet for now, surely this was not the kind of 

 

 

2. Jesus also had to tell them to give her something to eat (43b). They were so stunned and 

alone informs the life of our children through the instruction and modeling and provision of 
parents. He uses physical means even, like food. A truly born again Christian is alive to the 

test of sincerity is with our easiest mission field our pliable, tender-hearted children who 
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will believe us! We need to understand that they start off dead because they come from the 

2:3], and the natural parenting that we do will teach them death and idolatry, as God said of 

and God 
uses parental informing more than He uses anything else (at least in the formative years)!   

children will be brought to life? The short answer is No. But t

powerful real gospel. As much as it hurts to think about the fact that our children are real 
souls that are going to wind up in either heaven or hell, they are! And the same rules of love 

your brain at the door in the name of your emotion. I know it hurts to put it like that. But 

the longing to awaken one 
day to eternal bliss with the people we love the most. The gospel does not promise that our 

trust in Jesus will live forever with him. And the Old Testament tells us to look forward to a 
day when the fruit of how God has used believing parents is seen for what it is: 

Thus says the Lord GOD

to the peoples; and they shall bring your sons in their bosom, and your daughters shall be 
carried on their shoulders [Is. 49:22]. 

So pray hard, live authentic lives with your kids, and trust God for the results. 

APPLICATION  

You Decide! How can such a passage be practically applied? Does God communicate this 
to us so that we can be better at raising people from the dead? Obviously not. He is showing 
us this so that we can worship him for in- i.e. giving them the form 

 the material 

summary of our part in his book Finally Alive: 
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The seed that saves is the word of God the gospel preached. The seed that creates new 
life is the gospel in the mouths of believers, spoken to unbelievers. The surgical instrument 
that opens the eyes of the blind is your words telling and explaining the gospel.1 

Preach the gospel to your children because God alone makes alive, but He uses the words of 
the gospel spoken by people like you parents like you.   

and doing what He commands.
was specified to the parent who hears this message: How can you glorify the God who alone 
can raise your children to life? Answer: By loving him for it and then doing, as a parent, all 
that He commands. So I have good news for you today God makes your children alive through 
the Word
10:17].  

  

                                                                                                                      
1 John Piper, Finally Alive (Christian Focus, Scotland 2009); p. 170 


