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June 5, 2011 

  
Mark 8:27-38 

 

INTRODUCTION 

In the film Forrest Gump there was that scene, after the war was over, where Lieutenant 
Dan cynically asked 

church that has tried so hard to apologize for God and reduce our separation from God to a 
mere seeking, 

 

 THE GREAT CONFESSION 

 THE GREAT CORRECTION 

The Big Idea is that our gospel cannot separate the person of Christ from the offensive 
work of Christ. 

DOCTRINE 

I. THE GREAT CONFESSION 

 -28} 

1. And on the way he asked his disciples,  Everyone here 
knows roughly where people in their families are spiritually, so there is no better ice breaker 

Jesus would never simply allow certain individuals to be hyper-sensitive toward 
controversial subjects. He would ruin your Hallmark Christmas every time!   

The Christ Must Suffer 
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2. 
This response is very complimentary, considering some of the opposition Jesus was getting. 

Woe to you, 
  

 -30} 

1. And he asked them, 

is, then everything else in the Christian message becomes authoritative. On the other hand it 
can be misleading to call this the ultimate question. For instance, suppose we answer the 
question correctly, but then proceed to disbelieve in virtually everything else in the biblical 

 answering a question right about Jesus? In the 

as if we were approving of Him! That is what comes from reducing this question to a mere 
question. But the whole n
found in Scripture, and for good reason:  

It shows Christ applying to us rather than us to Him. It makes Him stand hat-in-hand 
awaiting our verdict on Him, instead of our kneeling with troubled hearts awaiting His 
verdict on us. It may even permit us to accept Christ by an impulse of mind or emotions, 
painlessly, at no loss to our egos and no inconvenience to our usual way of life.1  

 

2.   Peter is acting here as a representative of the 

t

ascribes to Peter in Matthew 16 is ascribed to the rest of the disciples in Matthew 18. And 

Christ who is referred to as the chief cornerstone by Peter himself [cf. 1 Pet. 2:6]. But I 
mention all that in passing. Mark does not focus on the greatness of the confession at all. 
Often Evangelicals spend a lot of time trying to refute Catholic doctrine on this point by 

is true, but Mark wants us to focus on the nature of what the devil was saying through Peter. 

                                                                                                                      
1 A. W. Tozer, That Incredible Christian (Christian Publications Inc., Harrisburg, PA 1964); p. 18 
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stop to ask why he is being rebuked.   

3. Let us look at the confession itself to get a first glance at its insufficiency. He calls Jesus 
the Christ

acc
necessarily imply an understanding that the Christ is in fact God. In other words, what Peter 
has confessed here is that Jesus is the promised Messiah and that this Messiah is related to 
God the Father as a Son, the heir to the throne of all thrones. Do not misunderstand. This is 
an all-explaining truth if you let it start explaining all! If you leave it as an answer to a trivia 
game, it winds up explaining nothing at all.  

4. He And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him (30). 

wrongheaded enthusiasm: the demons were not excited about the arrival o
even wrong information: the demons got some things right. The most accurate 
understanding of who Jesus is prior to this confession of Peter was out of the mouths of 

t God is one; you 
do well. Even the demons believe
confession was not in any amount of inaccurate information; it is that it is nothing but 
accurate information about something that is not good news in and of itself. If you are in a 

-line that never 
comes my announcement is going to be pretty anti-
climactic, and hot.  

II. THE GREAT CORRECTION 

 A) The Plain Necessity of the Work of Christ {31-32a} 

1. And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things (31a). Must! This 
suffering many things is described as a necessity. This is what Christians through the ages 

suffer (passio). But why 
would suffering ever be necessary for a King who has all power and glory in himself? 
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2. It was also necessary that the Christ be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes 
and be killed (31b). It is one thing to come to harm; it is another to have failed in your life 
completely. We need to understand that, as far as Peter could tell at this point in his 

Messiah or ours? Killed! How can that be of a messenger of God? Of course Muslims say the 
same thing. The Islamic religion teaches that Jesus was the second to last great prophet and 
that no prophet could come to the shameful end of execution. Both Jews and Muslims 
believe in the inspiration of the Old Testament Scriptures. Well they both might want to 

treated! But if He was to be the Lamb of God on behalf of sinners, then He must be killed in 
 

3. And then it was also necessary that Jesus after three days rise again (31c). Why is Jesus rising 
from the grave necessary to salvation? The Apostle Paul gives us two big reasons. First, the 
resurrection vindicated the justifying work of Christ that was accomplished by the cross; and 
second, the resurrection of Christ includes the resurrection of all those who have been 
united in him. As his rising was bodily and glorious, so our rising will be bodily and 

ason, 

12:17]. So it is necessary that after three days the Christ would rise again.  

4. Now notice what has been taught here by Jesus: the suffering, the death and the 
resurrection of Christ are all necessary to the gospel, to his mission. These belong to that 
category of truths that we call essential doctrines of the Christian faith. An essential 
doctrine (or essential truth) is one that if it were not true, the whole biblical worldview and 
whole gospel hope would collapse. An essential doctrine is a necessary condition for 

octrine is not a trivia contest that if you 

necessary things are important to believe, but there is nothing trivial about them. They are 
not things that make much of you and me. But they are things that if the leaders of the 



5  
  

church, like Peter, start to stumble over and remove, what is left no longer resembles the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.    

Mark adds, almost parenthetically, And he said this plainly (32a). The essential doctrines are 

jagged as a crown of thorns and as uncomfortable to behold as blood, at least to a carnal 

[Mat. 16:17] in spite of that work of God 
could not comprehend why someone so glorious should become so infamous and say that He 

 

 B) The Devilish Offense at the Work of Christ {32b-33} 

1. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him (32b). I do not think that this is Peter simply 

men thought about how much they sacrificed and how they would appear as failures before 

 

2. But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, , Satan! (33a). Jesus 

strong delusion. 
Jews wanted an earthly power to counteract Roman p

a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he 
-9]. So 
  

3. There is 
that big litt
with the things of men over the things of God. It is a battle of worldviews and Peter was 
clearly not transformed to a basically Christian worldview yet. To be the Christ was not to 
be anointed for an earthly political revolution (although the truth of this King would bring 
about those too); to be the Christ was to be anointed for a very specific, scandalous work.  
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APPLICATION 

To the Gospel We Preach  When we share the good news of Jesus with sinners, we are 

tying the person of Christ to the work of Christ. Answering a question right is not the 
righteousness that God requires. Trivia and Gospel are not the same things. The demons 
answered right and Peter answered right. For Peter it was the beginning of eternal life; for 
the demons it was their sentence to eternal doom. Are we telling people that the Christ 
must have suffered and died for you, or else!  

To the Gospel We Believe  Now what does it mean that Jesus really did suffer and die 
for sinners and on the third day rise? It means that for those who will trust Him for it, the 
death we earned by sinning was placed on Him instead and the life He lives by rising from 
the grave has awakened us to live at peace and in inconceivable joy with God forever. 

  


