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January 2, 2011 

  
Mark 3:31-35 

 

INTRODUCTION 

being spiritually close to him. Even his own biological family did not understand him. Verse 
21 says, 

 One of the most challenging truths to some and encouraging truths to others about 
the Christian faith is how our identity changes in Christ. When we are called out of the 
world, one of the institutions of the old age that we are called out of is our own family! The 

ple who have ever lived as 

from Christian homes never hear the clear message of the gospel because their Christian 
faith is assumed for them, so this truth is also a challenge. Now being called out of your 

created all of the institutions of this age to speak about him, and your family is the one that 
you are nearest to and theref
day. So physically leaving behind your family, No though in many cases, it might mean 
that. Just ask a Mormon or a Muslim convert! On the other hand, it does mean (for every 
believer) that your ultimate identity is now with the family of God that is eternal. And the 
most loving thing you can do for your biological family is to live a life that starts, not with 
the bloodlines of Adam, but through the blood of Christ. 

 YOUR TEMPORARY FAMILY CALLS YOU TO BE TEMPORARY 

 LOOK AROUND TO SEE YOUR ETERNAL FAMILY  

The Big Idea is that Jesus leads his people out of their temporary families into his 
permanent family.  

s 

Who Are My Mother and Brothers? 
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biological family back in. For one thing, Mary already understood much and was left with 
much after the cross; and for another, at least two of his brothers wound up believing in him 

doctrine against earthly families. Far from it! Earthly families were his idea and they were 
ordained to speak about him so actually He is very fond of earthly families. But He is 
giving us a doctrine of how the kingdom grows, how people grow and what lasts forever.  

DOCTRINE 

I. YOUR TEMPORARY FAMILY CALLS YOU TO BE TEMPORARY 

 A) What Does this Call Represent from the Family? {31} 

1. The family was all there: And his mother and his brothers came (31a). And they apparently 

hard  

2. The family is described as standing outside (31b) of the church. Now this is important for 
two reasons. One because in fact the biological family just does start outside of the church; 
secondly, because this is intentional. They are standing on their own: not standing on the 
solid rock of Jesus. But the biblical authors recognize this and it never makes them less 
passionate to reclaim their families. Paul says that,  

I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were 

accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to 

the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, 

the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. To them belong the patriarchs, and 

from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God over all, blessed forever. 

Amen. But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended 

from Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because they are his 

 This means that it is not the 

children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are 

counted as offspring [Rom. 9:2-8].  
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It never occurred to Paul or to Jesus to love his family by pretending along with them! It 
caused him great pain that his kinsmen were not of one mind with him on their way to 
heaven. But they  and so love demands a line in the sand and clear signposts! 

3. The family was deliberate in their message: they sent to him and called him (31c). This 
should not be seen as overt hostility to the man Jesus but rather a sympathetic concern to 
r

sult of their 
demands would have been eternal doom to all who would have believed! Talk about ruining 
everything for everyone! That is exactly what this tender, loving appeal represented. If Jesus 
gave into them no cross, no gospel, no rescue from the wrath of God.  

Brother 
will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against 
parents and have them put to death, and you will be hate
10:21-22].When your temporary family calls you to be temporary, you love them by calling 
them to be eternal!  

 B) What Does this Call Suggest to the Crowd? {32}  

1. This crowd was sitting around him (32a) so, in other words, they were either disciples or 
would-be disciples. They were gathered around to hear the teaching.  

2. It is distracting enough if your students think you have a bad reputation with outsiders. It 
is another 
closest to you. This temptation for the disciples to remain a crowd or to leave altogether 

16]. 
And if shame would attempt to press up against Jesus it will press in to you as well. Why? 

A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for 
the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called the 
master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign 
[Mat. 10:24-   

For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed 
when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels [Lk. 9:26].  
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We have got to get an eternal perspective on what is acceptable and unacceptable in family 
r

es, what is so 

ever more kind to his mother and brothers than Jesus was in not caving in to their delusions 
of family business as usual.  

II. LOOK AROUND TO SEE YOUR ETERNAL FAMILY 

 A) Jesus Rightly Divides the Theological from the Biological {33-34} 

1. And he answered them, The first principle of this 
 will be a father to you, 

nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will o
kingdom of God is also called a family; and second, our entrance into this kingdom-family of 
God in other words, our status as people who will live a life that lasts forever is one-
hundred percent an invisible, free act of God upon the individual. It has nothing to do with 
any other action or ability or status of man down here.  

2. And clearly Jesus wants to use this opportunity to teach that truth. He was not ignoring 
his family or being rude. He knew full well that they were there, what they were thinking 
and feeling, and, most importantly, what they really needed. They needed to hear this and 
so do we: And looking about at those who sat around him, he said, 
brothers! (34). 
[12:49]. Remember that a disciple of Christ is one who has left everything behind to follow 
Jesus, and, in particular, to listen to his words. This word of Christ is divisive all the way 
into yo Do not think that I have 

10:34]. Jesus divides disciples from this world, but the hostility comes from the world. You 
may be assuming up front that the world is either neutral to God or else better off without 

-Jesus-or- really 
hina shop, wielded by 
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your biological family.  

For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 
own household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and 
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me [Mat. 10:35-37].  

With his eternal words, Christ commits destructive war and a healing operation. But with 
For the word of God is living and active, sharper 

than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of 

comes first
(pierced by the truth, not your tone!). Every other peace in the home is a false peace.   

 B) A Family that Does the Will of God {35} 

1. The principle characteristic of what the 

Does he 
who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works of the law, or 

 The main thing that makes any activity of the believer truly 
ard 

of seeing more of God in it. In other words, a believer believes God! We believe God to 
save us and we believe God to satisfy us. If we do anything for any other motive, it is not a 
truly Christian action For whatever does not proceed from faith is si  

2. Now what is the relationship between this changing of our family identity and this 
principle characteristic of the believer? The answer is 
family. We are saved from our natural state and our natural status. We are saved to be in 

materially or spiritually we think our 
biological family is, as a biological family, the Bible tells us that our biological status is 
destitute and cursed and impotent. It does not deliver on its promises.  

But I have stripped Esau bare; I have uncovered his hiding places, and he is not able to 
conceal himself. His children are destroyed, and his brothers, and his neighbors; and he is 
no more. Leave your fatherless children; I will keep them alive; and let your widows trust 
in me [Jer. 49:10-11]. 
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Now there the children of Esau the Edomites were a reprobate people, and so God was 
speaking to them collectively. He is not going back on the biblical teaching for us to take 
care of the weak as individuals. He is calling individuals out of that cursed people. And all in 

father and my mother have forsaken me, but the LORD  

3. Making this exchange communicates to those in your family that they are not your idol; 
and since they know deep down that they cannot save or satisfy you, this will communicate 

l, in 
 

Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or 
father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not receive a 
hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children 
and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life [10:29-30].  

At first this teaching sounds either harsh or inconsistent with what the rest of the Bible 
te
like the half-hearted inspiration we take from reading the opening scene of The Pil
Progress, where Christian leaves his family behind for the Celestial City. We miss the fact that 
it is a symbol of something that is quite real. Our hard work of living lives that leave behind 
this life is the only thing that will be good for our families. The author of Hebrews tells us 

a picture of this: 

So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own 
blood. Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he endured. For 
here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come [Heb. 13:12-14]. 

Is that the gospel you tell your family? Or do you tell them by your lifestyle that you can save 
them, that you can satisfy them? Let us go outside the camp, outside the house, outside of 
the visible, physical people who bear his name and see him and hear him and bear the 
reproach he endured! Because out there out of our earthly homes into our new family 
we seek a treasure that nothing in this world can satisfy! What kindness the Savior showed to 
his earthly family by not honoring their very ironic, insane request! 

APPLICATION 

To the Skeptic  The Mormons have a saying: Family is forever. 
you mean the institution in the old creation that God designed to tell the good news about 
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his Son obtaining a bride and children for the true Father. That family (like a shadow) will 
pass when the substance is complete, when the story is all told. Now of course if, by family, 
we mean the actual individual member of the family namely the person, the soul that can 
never die then such a family member is forever. But now we are talking about something 
so different that I wonder if we have ever stopped to think about how utterly different these 
two things are.  

So here is my question: Can an unbeliever love his or her spouse? Can an unbelieving parent 
love their children? Now what if I told you that the answer is No? By degrees, No. Consider 

at least that the soul experiences either heaven or hell forever? Now what if they are 
wrong so here I am talking to the Christian if they are wrong, then they are saying to the 

anyone consider such an attitude loving at any level? Of course not when we put it that way! 
But what other way can we put it? The unbeliever is someone who, by definition, cannot 
love the soul of a person, or, cannot love the person that this person really is. If every 
person just is 

 child (or 
spouse) is a selfish projection of their narcissistic lifestyle. No matter what level of feelings 

to be nothing more than a prop on the stage of their play. 

To the Saint  What kind of unbelievers live in this community that we have just now 
moved into? What kind of families do you think they come from? What kind of families do 
you think they now have? Now,  

consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring 
to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. And 
because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption, 

-31]. 
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What gospel are we getting ready to tell in and from this new building? What kind of a 
family are we getting ready to be for people who  
the same sentence, they would throw up and run a million miles in the opposite direction!  

To the Sinner  Maybe for you, when you think of your biological family, you think of sin. 
You may assume up front that you come from a bad seed and so you are damaged goods. 
Well you do come from a bad seed and so do I! But that is the same bad seed we all come 

family is the same thing He has you doing when you come to his Son Trust him. Believe 
him for it.  

CONCLUSION 

When Jesus wanted to remind his people of the gospel down through the ages, He chose 
bread and wine (or juice) as the symbols partly because the act of eating a meal together in 
the ancient world particularly the Passover meal was an intimate act. It made the 

with my own flesh and 

little bit, to prepare our family members to make room, to buy more bread and more drink 
to accommodate more guests. But it is another thing altogether to spend all of your own 
flesh and blood, to have your own flesh torn to pieces and blood emptied out, to bring in 
more flesh and blood. This is what Jesus did for us. And anyone who would turn from their 
sins and trust in what Jesus did for you may come and remember and receive it all freely. 

  


