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April 25th, 2021

The Gods and Devils Among Us
1 Corinthians 10:14-22

The sin of the Bible
Idolatry—the worship of false gods—is the sin in the Bible.  It is the oldest 

sin, the most committed sin, and the most destructive sin.  

1.  Idolatry is the oldest sin
Why did our first parents eat the forbidden fruit?  Because they believed 

the lie that they would be like God (Gen. 3:5).  That’s idolatry—choosing our 
own desires over God’s.  This is the first sin, the root sin, the most ancient sin.   

2.  Idolatry is the most committed sin
Before God called Abraham, Joshua 24:2 says that he and his family 

“served other gods.”  When Rachel left Laban her father, Genesis 31:19 says she 
“…stole her father’s household gods.”   When Joshua led Israel into the 
promised land, he had to tell them in Joshua 24:23 “…put away the foreign 
gods that are among you.”  In the NT, Paul preached to the men at Lystra “…
turn from these vain things [these idols] to a living God, who made the heavens 
and the earth and the sea and all that is in them” (Acts 14:15).  Conversion itself 
is described as forsaking one’s idols.  1 Thessalonians 1:9-10  “…you turned to 
God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to 
come.”  Idolatry is the sin that is constantly warned against. 1 Corinthians 10:14 
“Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.”  1 John 5:21  “Little children, keep 
yourselves from idols.”  Idolatry is the most committed sin.  

3.  Idolatry is the most destructive sin
Idolaters lead the most miserable lives.  Psalm 16:4 “The sorrows of those 

who run after another god shall multiply.”  Idolatry always leads to some form of 
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human sacrifice.  The ancients sacrificed their children to Molech the Ammonite 
god and so we as 21st century Americans sacrifice our children to the god of 
personal autonomy.  Think about it.  Today is the National Day of Prayer for 
Abused Children.  Why is there abused children?  Because that is the logical end 
of idolatry: human sacrifice.  This happens either in the most radical form of 
abortion, or in it’s lesser forms.  If I get angry at my son because he interrupted 
ME time, and I yell at him, and treat him shamefully, what am I doing at that 
moment?   I am sacrificing the relationship on the altar of self worship.  Idolatry 
destroys other humans, but it also destroys the person himself. The reason Israel 
went into captivity was because they turned to idolatry.  2 Kings 17:15-16 “They 
went after false idols and became false, and they followed the nations that were 
around them, concerning whom the Lord had commanded them that they should 
not do like them.  And they abandoned all the commandments of the Lord their 
God…Therefore [v.18] the Lord was very angry with Israel and removed them 
out of his sight.”    And this is what will happen to all idolaters on the last day.  
Revelation 21:8 “But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for 
murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion 
will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”  
Truly the worshipping of other gods—idolatry—is the most destructive sin.  

‘Therefore…flee from idolatry’
Dear congregation, the Corinthian Church struggled with the idolatry of 

their day, just like we do in ours.  So what does Paul tell us?  v.14 “…flee from 
idolatry.”  And then he gives us two reasons 1) Idolatry is demonic and 2) 
Idolatry provokes the Lord to jealousy and we are not stronger than He.

 

The Big Idea…
Flee from idolatry because it is demonic and it provokes the Lord to jealousy
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What Is Idolatry?
Idolatry Is Demonic
Idolatry Is Adultery

I. What Is Idolatry? 

Dangerous calling
v.14 starts with a “Therefore.”  What is the connection?  Well, Paul just 

finished showing the Corinthians that those Israelites in the OT who engaged in 
idolatry were destroyed.  They served as a type—a foreshadowing of what will 
happen to idolaters in the present.  Paul showed us that all of their spiritual 
privileges—their being delivered out of Egypt, their being brought through the 
Red Sea, their eating the heavenly manna and drinking from the rock, and their 
being led by Christ—didn’t make them safe from judgment.  This is crucial to 
see because many people think they are safe because they do religious things: ‘I go 
to Church, I have Christian parents, I have been baptized.’   Those things don’t 
make people safe.  Only a living faith in Jesus Christ makes one safe. These 
Israelites demonstrated they didn’t have that.  The warning for us is that there 
are many who belong to the visible Church who don’t possess a living faith.  
This was illustrated last week in our elder’s training.  We are going over a book 
called “Dangerous Calling” by Paul Tripp.  The premise is that pastoral ministry 
is a dangerous calling precisely because our hearts are so treacherous.  4 out of 
the 7 men who endorsed that book have either fallen into grievous ministry 
disqualifying sin, or have apostatized from the faith altogether.  In other words, 
like Israel, they succumbed to idolatry.  So what does Paul say?  v.14 “Therefore, 
my beloved, flee from idolatry.” 

Are you scared? 
I received lots of feedback from the last message in this chapter from 

brothers and sisters who were shaken up and even distressed.  That’s not my 
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intent.  But I praise God for any message would make us stop and seriously 
examine our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Examining ourselves is a 
vital spiritual discipline because we are experts at deceiving ourselves.  Paul is 
not trying to terrify us, he loves us.  Look at v.14, he calls us “my beloved.”  In 
spite all our problems, he loves us and deeply cares for us because we are his 
spiritual children.  He wants to make sure we don’t lose our way.  

Run for your lives
So notice, before he tells us what idolatry is, he says  flee from it.  The 

imagery is of an army under attack in a very narrow gorge, and so they escape 
(flee) with all urgency and speed through the mountain pass.  The angel of the 
LORD commanded Joseph and Mary to flee to Egypt with all haste because 
Herod was bent on murdering the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:13).  Idols must be 
fled from because they kill.  Some of the Corinthians experienced this in the next 
chapter.  Paul told them “That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some 
have died. But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged” (1 
Corinthians 11:30-31).  They didn’t flee.  So that is the one imperative in this 
text:  Flee, run for your lives from all idolatry. 

What is idolatry?
So what is idolatry?  It can be summed up in two words: idolatry is 

disordered worship.    

Principle #1:  Human beings are worshipping beings
And thus we arrive at our first principle:  Human beings are worshipping beings 

before they are anything else.  If you don’t know that about yourself, then you don’t 
yet know yourself. Before we are—male or female, dad or mom, butcher, baker, 
candlestick maker, church member or whatever other identity marker you could 
think of—before anything else we are worshippers.  That’s why God made us, it’s 
why God made the whole universe—that all beings might worship and praise and 
adore Him.  In fact, the ten commandments are simply a worship guide.
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1st - You shall have no other gods - i.e. WORSHIP Me alone
2nd - You shall not make images and bow down to them -  i.e. WORSHIP Me in all truth. 
3rd - You shall not take My name in vain -  WORSHIP Me in all spirit
4th - Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy - WORSHIP Me at all times
5th - Honor your father and mother - WORSHIP Me with all authorities
6th - Do not murder - WORSHIP Me with all life
7th - Do not commit adultery - WORSHIP Me with all sex
8th - Do not steal - WORSHIP Me with all property
9th - Do not lie - WORSHIP Me with all speech
10th - Do not covet - WORSHIP Me with all your desires 

Worship is inescapable.  The single most frequent activity that you do every 
hour of every day is worship.  Because you just have to live for something.   The 
question is not of whether but of which:  not whether you worship, but which God 
are you worshiping?  Are you worshipping the Lord or idols? 

‘But I don’t bow down to statues’
Now at this point, someone might say to me:  ‘But we don’t fashion golden 

calves,  we don’t build Asherah poles,  we don’t worship at high places  like the 1 2 3

ancients did, we don’t bow down to statues.  Therefore we don’t worship idols 
today.’  How do I answer?  Idolatry occurs first in the heart before it is ever 
expressed in an physical image.   Ed Welch says “…we must begin by realizing 4

that Old Testament idols were concrete, physical expressions of new loyalties 
and commitments that had been established in the human heart.”   In other words, it 5

is not artisans who craft idols, the human heart does.  As Calvin said “…the 

 Exodus 321

 Source:  https://www.gotquestions.org/Asherah-pole.html  Accessed April 24, 20212

 1 Kings 3:33

 The type of idolatry that we are most susceptible to is what William Brakel called “refined idolatry.” 4

Wilhelmus A Brakel, The Christian’s Reasonable Service, Vol. 3: The Law, Christian Graces, and the 
Lord’s Prayer, (Grand Rapids, MI.,: Reformation Heritage Books, 1994), pg. 97

 Edward T. Welch, Addictions:  A Banquet in the Grave, (Phillipsburg, NJ.,: P & R Publishing, 2001), pg. 5

48
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human heart is an idol factory.”  And that’s what Scripture says, idols are first 
and foremost affairs of the heart.  Ezekiel 14:3 “Son of man, these men have 
taken their idols into their hearts.” 

Why Israel turned to idols
The reason the Israelites of old turned idolatry is was because they “…

thought that God could not fully be trusted to give them what they wanted, so 
they looked for blessing from other gods.”   Israel turned to the Canaanite god 6

Baal—the storm god—because they stopped trusting Yahweh would provide 
rain.  Israel turned to Ashtoreth the goddess of sex because they stopped 
believing Yahweh would give them children and joy.    In other words, idolatry 7

is when you trust in other things or in other people for that which only God can 
fulfill. Idolatry is the main category that Scripture uses to describes unbelief.   8

We turn worship idols, because we don’t believe God will do what He has said. 

The Big Ten and idols
So how do you know if you are worshipping idols?  Well if the Ten 

Commandments show us what true worship is then any violation is idolatry.   9

This is how Martin Luther understood the Ten Commandments in his catechism 
published in 1529. “He wrote that the Ten Commandments begin with a 
commandment agains idolatry.  Why does this come first?  Because, he argued, 
the fundamental motivation behind lawbreaking is idolatry.  We never break the other 
commandments without breaking the first one.”   So for instance, why was the 10

rich man in Luke 16:19-31 so covetous?  Because he loved his costly clothes and 

 Welch, pg. 556

 Source:  https://www.learnreligions.com/false-gods-of-the-old-testament-700162  Accessed April 24, 7

2021

 Stephen T. Um, 1 Corinthians: The WORD of the CROSS, Preaching the Word, Series Editor R. Kent 8

Hughes, (Wheaton, IL.,: Crossway, 2015), pg. 183

 And that’s precisely how Scripture summarizes all sin: all sin is idolatry (Ephesians 5:5).9

 Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods:  The Empty Promises of Money, Sex, and Power, and the Only Hope That 10

Matters, (New York, NY.,: Penguin Books, 2009), pg. 166
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good eating more than God.  Why did the people building the Tower of Babel 
disobey God’s command to multiply and fill the earth (Gen. 11:1-4)? Because 
they loved their own name and reputation more than God’s.  Why didn’t Eli 
discipline his sons Hophni and Phinehas in 1 Samuel 2:22-36 for theft and 
adultery?  God tells him v.29 because you “…honor your sons above me.”  Why 
did Peter deny Christ three times (Matthew 26:69-75)?  Because he feared 
punishment at that moment more than he loved God.  11

X-ray questions
Beloved, how do we find the idols that we are tempted to worship in the 

place of God?Well consider some of these ex-ray questions by David Powlison.12

What are you living for?  What can’t you live without?  When Rachel saw she 
was barren she told Jacob in Genesis 30:1 “Give me children, or I shall die!”  
Jacob rightly responded “Am I in the place of God.”  If there is anything or 
anyone that you can’t live without besides the Lord, that thing is an idol.   13

What is your ultimate standard of truth? What guides your decision making?  
The Lord told Israel in Isaiah 65:2 “I have spread out My hands all day long to 
a rebellious people, Who walk in the way which is not good, following their own 
thoughts.”   If your own thinking is what guides you above the Word of God, 14

you mind has become an idol.  

 Martin Luther, Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation, (St. Louis, MO.,: Concordia Publishing 11

House, 1986), pg. 57

 Source:  http://storage.cloversites.com/crosshaven/documents/xray.pdf  Accessed April 22, 202112

 An idol “…is anything so central and essential to your life that, should you lose it, your life would feel 13

hardly worth living..an idol is whatever you look at and say, in your heart of hearts, “If I have that, then I’ll 
feel my life has meaning, then I’ll know have have value, and then I’ll feel significant and secure.”  Keller, 
pg. xx

 NASB14

 

http://storage.cloversites.com/crosshaven/documents/xray.pdf
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What do you most talk about?  Jesus tells us that our speech reveals the things  
our heart worships.  Luke 6:45 “…out of the abundance of the heart his mouth 
speaks.”

Whom must you please? Whose opinion counts most to you?  There were some 
Jews in Jesus didn’t who didn’t publicly confess Christ for they didn’t want to 
lose their public reputation. John 12:43 says that “…they loved the glory that 
comes from man more than the glory that comes from God.”  If someone’s 
opinion counts to you more than the Lord’s, that person is an idol. 

Children, boys and girls, can be guilty of worshipping idols?  Do you ever 
disobey your parents?  The prophet Samuel said “…disobedience is…idolatry”   15

(1 Samuel 15:23).  If you don’t obey your parents whom the Lord said to obey, 
you have made yourself an idol.  

How do you spend your money? Jesus said in Matthew 6:21 “…where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  “Your money flows most effortlessly 
toward your heart’s greatest love.  In fact, the mark of an idol is that you spend 
too much money on it, and you must try to exercise self-control constantly.”  16

Our checkbooks tell us who we functionally worship.   17

How do you spend your time?  Archbishop William Temple once said “Your 
religion is what you do with your solitude.”   What is it that you fantasize about 18

and daydream about when nothing else is demand your attention?  

 Amplified Bible15

 Keller, pg. 16816

 cf. Acts 19:19, 26-2717

 Keller, pg. 16818
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Where do you look for your security? What do you hope will deliver you from 
any future disaster?  If you think that if you just had a little bit more money, 
then your finances are an idol.  The prophet says of the pagan nations in Psalm 
115:4 “Their idols are silver and gold.” 

Where do you look for pleasure?  Do you know that all addictions—alcohol, 
drugs, sex are forms of worshipping idols?  Ed Welch says these “…are the 
modern golden calves erected by addicts to find meaning, power, or pleasure 
apart from God…For the addict dope is God.  It is the supreme being, the 
Higher Power, in the junkie’s life.  He is subjugated to its will.  He follows its 
commandments. The drug is the definition of happiness…Each shot of junk in 
his veins is a shot of divine love, and it makes the addict feel resplendent with 
the grace of God.”   19

Anything but Jesus?  
In fact I would say that drug addiction is the perfect metaphor for all 

idolatry.  It’s very clear to everyone but the practicing addict, that he or she is 
serving their addiction, it has become their god.  What we fail to see is that this 
is how all idolatry works. So beloved, let me ask you “…has something or 
someone besides Jesus Christ taken title to your heart’s functional trust…
loyalty, service, fear and delight?”    Paul tells us to run, to flee, to escape from 20

such things.  That’s our first point.  Listen to v.14 one more time in the 
Amplified Bible: “Therefore, my beloved, run [keep far, far away] from [any sort 
of] idolatry [and that includes loving anything more than God…]”

 Welch, pg. 5319

 David Powlison in Keller, pg. 170.  What do you want that you must have?  What do you have that you 20

don’t want?
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II.Idolatry Is Demonic

Accidental idolatry?
Now Paul tells us why to flee from such things.   The Corinthians were 

engaging in something very particular.  Remember this theme of foods sacrificed 
to idols began in chapter 8.  Some of Corinthians went beyond merely eating the 
food sacrificed to idols, and were actually eating with their pagan neighbors in 
their worship services.  They thought that their Christian liberty had made them so 
free that they were even free to join them in these pagan sacrifices. They didn’t 
think that “…participation [in] these feasts in the idol’s temple [was] an act of 
idolatry.”    This is not uncommon today.  Many Christians today think that 21

Christian liberty extends to all things, they think that “…all things are lawful” as 
Paul points out in v.23. So what does Paul do?  He shows us that participation 
in such things is not only idolatry—whether you intend it or not—but it is 
participating with demons.  He gives three analogies to prove the case. 

Analogy #1  To eat Lord’s Supper is a participation with the Lord
Look at v.15-16 “I speak as to sensible people; judge for yourselves what I 

say. The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of 
Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ?” 
Now Paul is going to get into a full-on theology of the Lord’s Supper in chapter 
11, but we can’t miss that here he is saying something extraordinary.  The cup 
we bless—that is the wine.  The bread we break—that is the loaf.  When we take  
this holy sacrament by faith Paul says it is a participation in the blood of Christ, 
and a participation in the body of Christ (not meaning the Church body here but 
Jesus literal body, meaning “…the benefits of His body as broken for us” ).  22

What’s key here is the word participation, this is the extraordinary thing.  It’s 
repeated 4 times in our passage, here twice, once in v.18, and lastly in v.20.  The 

 Charles Hodge, A Commentary on 1 & 2 Corinthians, (Carlisle, PA.,: The Banner of Truth Trust, Reprint 21

2018), pg. 177

 Ibid, pg. 18922
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word is κοινωνία koinōnia.   koinōnia  means an intimate fellowship, an inner 
exchange or affectionate union between persons. koinōnia is a communion or 
common union between persons.  That’s how Paul describes the Lord’s Supper.  
Meaning that when we take the Lord’s supper by faith in Christ Jesus, we are 
not simply eating bread and drinking wine, but that there is a very really 
fellowship between Christ and our souls.  Paul is saying here that “the Lord’s 
Supper is a spiritual experience”  our souls commune with the Savior and He 23

with us in a mysterious and wonderful way.   That’s the first analogy:  whenever 
we take Lord’s Supper there is a heavenly exchange a koinōnia between the 
Savior and our inner man. 

Analogy #2  To eat Lord’s Supper is a participation with the Church
v.17 “Because [or since ] there is one bread [meaning the bread in Lord’s 24

Supper], we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.”  
We who are many are one body—now Paul is referring to the Church.  His argument 
is that since we as individual believers have koinōnia with Jesus Christ, we 
therefore have that same intimate “…fellowship with each other in a unique and 
deep way.”   Since anyone who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with 25

him (1 Corinthians 6:17), then in a very real way we become one spirit with 
each other.  That’s Paul second analogy:  whenever we partake of the sacrament 
we manifest this union with each other—that we are really one body.  

Analogy #3  To eat Jewish sacrifices was a participation of the altar
v.18 “Consider the people of Israel: are not those who eat the sacrifices 

participants in the altar?”  Here Paul is drawing on the the Israelites of old who 
brought sacrifices to the temple.  There was even a koinōnia in their case.  “…
Some of the offering was burnt [to the Lord on behalf of those bringing it], some 

 John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: 1 Corinthians, (Chicago, IL.,: Moody 23

Publishers, 1984), pg. 238

 NASB24

 MacArthur, pg. 23925
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of it was eaten by the priests, and some was eaten by those who offered it.”   26

The point is that all had a common union at the altar—with God and each other. 

Principle #2 Participation in the world’s worship is koinōnia with their gods 
So then we arrive at our second principle:  whenever we participate in the 

world’s worship, we are communing with their gods, which are demons.   When the 
Corinthians share in these pagan sacraments—they were engaging in worship.  
And Paul cuts off their objection at the pass.  Look at v.19 “What do I imply 
then? That food offered to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything?”  He 
already said in 8:8 that the food itself was a matter of indifference; and that their 
idols were really imaginary beings (8:4).  However the reality is, that in 
worshipping these idols, these pagans were ‘…really obeying the will of the great 
adversary [the devil].”  Just as righteousness is a sweet and excellent offering to 
our Lord, so all sin is an offering and sacrifice to Satan.  Look at  v.20 “…what 
pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not to God.”   No doubt most of the 27

unbelieving world is oblivious to this.  It’s not that they intend to worship Satan.  
But whenever worship is not offered to God, it is always offer to demons.   As 28

Charles Hodge says here:  “We are shut up to the necessity of worshipping God 
or Satan; for all refusing or neglecting to worship the true God, or giving to any 
other the worship which is due to him alone, is the worshipping of Satan and his 
[fallen] angels.”29

Ananias influenced by Satan
Do you want an illustration of this?  Turn to Acts 5.  Ananias and Sapphira 

saw that there were selling their properties and were giving it to the Church.  

 Ibid26

 Hodge, pg. 19327

 Deuteronomy 32:16-18 They stirred him to jealousy with strange gods; with abominations they 28

provoked him to anger. They sacrificed to demons that were no gods, to gods they had never known, to 
new gods that had come recently, whom your fathers had never dreaded. You were unmindful of the Rock 
that bore you, and you forgot the God who gave you birth.”

 Hodge, pg. 19329
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They wanted in on it.  But they were more interested in being recognized and 
admired for their generosity than in helping the Lord’s work.  So they sold a 
piece of property and told the Apostles that they gave all the money (to puff 
themselves up) when in fact they held some of the money back.  This was 
idolatry.  What does Peter say to him?  Look at v.3 “Ananias, why has Satan filled 
your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the 
proceeds of the land?”  No doubt Ananias didn’t intend on communing with 
Satan in his idolatry. But that is precisely what happened. “Demons are the 
spiritual force behind all idolatry.”   As MacArthur points out: whenever an idol 30

is being worshipped, “Satan sends one of his demon emmisarries to act out the 
part of that imaginary god. There is never a god behind an idol, but there is 
always a spiritual force, and that force is always evil, always demonic.”  That’s 
why idolatry is so powerful, why addictions are so hard to break, because there 
is dark influence that is encouraging you, luring you, enticing you to go deeper 
and deeper into it.  That is why the scripture constantly exhorts us to fight and 
resist Satan, not with our own power but with the power of God.  Ephesians 
6:11 “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the 
schemes of the devil.”   His main scheme is that you commune with him in 31

idolatry. 

Koinōnia with the Devil
But look at the end of v.20 back in 1 Corinthians 10.  “I do not want you to 

be participants with demons.”  ‘I do not want you to have koinōnia with the 
Devil.’   Here’s the question for us: certainly Paul is telling us not to engage in 32

 MacArthur, pg. 23930

 cf. Wilhelmus A Brakel, The Christian’s Reasonable Service, Vol. 1: God, Man, and Christ, (Grand 31

Rapids, MI.,: Reformation Heritage Books, 1992), pg. 297-301

 This is precisely what Naaman was concerned about after his conversion.  2 Kings 5:17-19 Then 32

Naaman said, “If not, please let there be given to your servant two mule loads of earth, for from now on 
your servant will not offer burnt offering or sacrifice to any god but the Lord.  In this matter may the Lord 
pardon your servant: when my master goes into the house of Rimmon to worship there, leaning on my 
arm, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, when I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, the Lord 
pardon your servant in this matter.”  He said to him, “Go in peace.”  See William Perkins, The Works of 
William Perkins Vol. 7, (Grand Rapids, MI.,: Reformation Heritage Books, 2019), pg. 460-461
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worship with other false religions, but is that all he’s saying to us?  I don’t think 
so.  Any and all idolatry is forbidden, even the more refined and sophisticated 
idolatry in our culture that we might miss.   

Our cultural sacraments
So what are the idols in our culture and their corresponding sacraments?  

Remember that sacraments are essentially signs and seals of sacred things.  So 
what are the sacred golden calves of this age and the incense that we burn to 
them?  Let’s just consider four cultural idols  and their sacraments.   33 34

Autonomy
The first American idol that constantly vies for our worship is autonomy.  

Autonomy just means self-law. It’s the belief that we are a law to ourselves, 
completely sovereign, answerable to no one.  What is the chief sacrament of 
autonomy?  Abortion.  “A woman has unquestioned authority over her own 
body” never mind the fact that that the child in her womb is not her body.  Dear 
congregation, are you sharing in this sacrament?  Who do you vote for?  There 
was so much nonsense in this last election spoken by major evangelical leaders 
that the Bible doesn’t tell us who to vote for.  That is absurd.  We are not to 
participate have koinōnia with this sacrament.  If you vote for candidates that 
promote the murder of babies, how is that not fellowship with demons?  You 
should repent for that, that is serious sin.  

Transgenderism
The second American idol is transgenderism.   What is the sacrament of 

transgenderism that our culture tells us we must eat?  Preferred pronouns.  I 
was just in a conversation with a brother from a different church the other day.  

 Some additional ones:  Idol:  Wokism. Sacrament:  Reparations. Idol:  BLM.  Sacrament:  Defund the 33

Police.  Idol:  Safe-sim.  Sacrament:  Forced masks.  Idol:  Hedonism.  Sacrament: Sexual immorality, 
drug, alcohol and entertainment addiction. 

 I thought this was an interesting article:  http://www.scifiwright.com/2018/10/the-seven-sacraments-of-34

the-religious-left/  Source April 24, 2021

 

http://www.scifiwright.com/2018/10/the-seven-sacraments-of-the-religious-left/
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His son is in a tough place because he is in a big corporation and he is in HR, 
responsible to teach employees company policy.  Is he supposed to teach that we 
are to call men “she” and women “he” if that’s what they desire.  Dear 
congregation that is to worship at their altar.  That’s to lie about the way that 
God has made the world.  Yes, that means standing up for the truth will cost us.  
But won’t it cost us more if we decide to have fellowship with demonic policies? 

Materialism
The third American idol is materialism.  What is the sacrament of 

materialism?  The continued accumulation and need for more and more stuff.  
This is a deadly sacrament.  Jesus warned about the seed sown among the 
thorns how the desire for other things choked out the word and it proves 
unfruitful (Mark 4:19).  Examine yourself, if you are always wanting more stuff, 
if your life is centering on your needs, your wants, your desires, how is that not 
fellowship with demons?

Statism
The fifth American idol is statism - the belief that the state is the end all, the 

answer to all our problems, the sovereign over all policies.  What is the 
sacrament of statism?  Absolute compliance to all the policies of the government.  
Dear congregation, this is why MacArthur’s Church and Gracelife Church in 
Canada has refused to obey their governments, because obedience to the state 
would have required disobedience to God.  This is going to be an increasingly 
tempting sacrament to participate in, because it will cost us to stand up to the 
idolatry of state worship.  But what choice do we have?  We must obey God 
rather than a state that plays god, that is demonic.  

The impossibility of plural koinōnia
Dear congregation, there are many more idols in our culture.   But 

allegiance can only be given to one:  either the Lord or idols. Look at v.21  “You 
cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot partake of 
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the table of the Lord and the table of demons.”  He doesn’t say should not but 
cannot.  You can only have koinōnia with one god.  As Jesus said  “No one can 
serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other” (Matthew 6:24).  Only one god is 
being worshipped.  That is our second point:  when we join with the world and 
partake in their sacraments,  whether we intend it or not, we are fellowshipping 
with demons.

III.Idolatry Is Adultery

Wounded love
Paul give us one final reason why idolatry is so offensive to the Lord.  Look 

at v.22 “Shall we provoke the Lord [meaning Christ] to jealousy?”  Why does 
Paul use the word jealousy?  Why not wrath?  Because he wants us to see our 
idolatry in terms of adultery.  Paul says in his very next letter: “I feel a divine 
jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a pure 
virgin to Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:2).  Beloved God is jealous for our love.  
When God’s people chase after idols, the imagery in Scripture is always that of a 
wife whoring herself out to other lovers.  What do you think that does to a 
husband’s heart?  It wounds his love.  Listen to how the Lord is wounded over 
such betrayal.  Ezekiel 6:9 Oh “…how I have been broken over their whoring 
heart that has departed from me and over their eyes that go whoring after their 
idols.”  The word broken is a graphic description of God’s grief over our idols. 
The Hebrew word means wrecked, crushed, shattered into pieces, violently rent 
in two, hurt.   We wound the Lord when we count others more lovely than Him.  

Every good endeavor
Now this doesn’t mean that when you engage in your job or your hobbies 

or when you are in the world you are betraying the Lord’s love.  That is what 
Rome used to teach prior to the Reformation, that our secular activities were 
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worthless, and only our sacred activities were pleasing to the Lord.  That’s false.  
Paul’s going to debunk this in v.31 “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever 
you do, do all to the glory of God.”  Any activity under the sun—as long as it 
isn’t sinful—can bring glory to God.  This is why Luther could say  “…a 
Christian father could come home and eat his sausage, drink his beer, play his 
flute, sing with his children, and make love to his wife—all to the glory of 
God.”   It’s only when we take these activities and make them ultimate things 35

that they become idolatry.  When the focus shifts from the Creator to the 
creature, that is idolatry.  God willing we will see that more next week.  

The threat of the 2nd commandment
Consider one more time what Paul is saying in v.22 “Shall we provoke the 

Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than he?”  Paul is essentially unpacking the 
second commandment. So consider the threat and promise God attaches to the 
second commandment.  First the threat:  don’t worship idols because “…I the 
Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me…” (Exodus 
20:5)  If you are here this morning and you don’t worship the Lord Jesus Christ, 
you don’t believe in Him, trust Him, love Him—or if you are simply a Christian 
by name only and not in reality—then know this:  God will return your iniquity 
on your own head.  Are you stronger than God?  What person or angel has ever 
rescued himself from the avenging hand of the Lord? Isaiah 43:13 “I am he; 
there is none who can deliver from my hand.”  Dear friend,  don’t you no that no 
idolater shall ever inherit the Kingdom of God?  Revelation 21:8 “But as for…
[all] idolaters…their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, 
which is the second death.”  Why would you perish?  Today salvation is being 
opened up to you.  God sent His Son into the world so that sinners just like you 
could be turned from idols to serve the true God.  Every Christians was enslaved 
to idol worship just like you are now.  But God has free them.  “If the Son sets 
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you free, you will be free indeed.”   Do you want to be free from the idols that 36

have enslaved you?  Call out for mercy from the Son of God.  Call out Jesus, 
Son of God have mercy on me a sinner.  Cleanse me, wash me, forgive me.  I 
believe you, I want you and no other.  And Jesus promises that if you come to 
Him in sincerity that He will bring you into His kingdom and raise you up on 
the last day.  But be warned, if you don’t turn to him you will not escape.  You 
are not stronger than Him.  If you will not have Him as your God in this life, He 
will not have you as His son or daughter in eternity.  That’s the threat of the 
second commandment. 

The promise of the 2nd Commandment 
Here’s the promise.  that He shows “…steadfast love to thousands of those 

who love me and keep my commandments.”  God shows covenant love—mercy—
to those who love Him and trust Him alone.  It’s not that Christians don’t 
commit idolatry, sadly we do.  But Christians repent and continue to turn to the 
Lord.  Christians are those who seek His mercy.  Beloved I need so much mercy.  
I struggle against my own idols.  I love worshipping myself.  I’m at a place right 
now, where I can’t have alcohol in my house because I find myself wanting it 
more than God.  Are there idols you want more than God.  Beloved there is 
mercy for you.   And it’s found entirely in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Everything you could possibly desire, everything that you would turn to your 
idols for is already found in Him.  Look at your idols and then look at Christ.  
What can your idols accomplish?  

Can your idol forgive your sins?  Jesus can.  “…the blood of Jesus His Son 
cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).  

Can your idol give you true peace?  Jesus can.  Therefore, since we have been 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Romans 5:1).  

 John 8:3636
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Can your idol raise you from the dead? Can your idol give you everlasting life?  
Jesus can.  “…everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have 
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day” (John 6:40). 

Can you idol give you pleasure for ever more?  Jesus can.  “In your presence 
there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore” (Psalm 
16:11)

Beloved that is how you defeat idolatry—by realizing that the things your idols 
promise you are things that only Jesus can give.   So take a look at the idols that 
are demanding your worship and the sacraments they offer you, and say  to 
them “Because I have Jesus I can live without you.”    The Lord is my 37

Husband, my Redeemer, my advocate with the Father, my Portion, my Cup, my 
Friend, my Resurrection and Life, my Shepherd, my light in the darkness, my 
everlasting crown, He is my beginning and my end, I need Him and no other.  

 

 Keller, pg. 2037

 


