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October 10th, 2021

Love Is Not Proud
1 Corinthians 13:4d-5a

What have we learned about love?  1

 Recall how Paul has defined love thus far.  He never defines love as a 
feeling or an emotion.  Love first and foremost is an affair of the will.   We are 
commanded to love God and our neighbor as ourself (Mark 12:30-31).  We are 
never exempt from this command if we’re not ‘feeling it.’  Love is a choice before 
it’s a feeling.  The first attribute of love in v.4 is patience:  love is patient.  
Meaning, long-suffering.  Love has long nostrils and is willing to to bear up 
under the injuries and offenses of others.  Next we learned that love is kind.  He 
didn’t say love is nice.   Niceness is worldly and will compromise the truth.  But 
kindness always tells the truth even when it hurts.  Kindness freely and gladly 
does good to others when they have need and you have ability.  Finally we 
learned that love does not envy. Why?  Because envy is the great destroyer of 
civilizations. Proverbs 27:4 “Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who is 
able to stand before envy?”2

Love is not proud
Now Paul gives us three more negatives: “…love does not…boast; it is not 

arrogant  or rude.”  In summary, love is not proud.  Pride is the flip side of envy.   
Envy despises the person who has more. Pride despises the person who has less.  
The have nots are tempted to envy.  The haves are tempted to pride.  The reason 
why pride is so contrary to love, is because pride turns men into monsters.  
When William Wilberforce fought against slavery in England in the 19th 

 Thus far Paul has laid down several truths regarding love.  In v.1-3 we learned that love is the soul of all 1

things.  If you have every spiritual gift, those things that impress human beings the most but have not love 
you are nothing.  Likewise if you perform the greatest acts of charity and self-sacrifice but have not love 
you gain nothing.
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century, he made an astounding claim:  ‘the reason why England has slaves is 
because they don’t believe in justification by faith alone.’  Think hard on that.  
What did Wilberforce mean?  He meant, that because England as a nation didn’t 
believe salvation comes by faith alone in Christ alone—they became proud, they 
became arrogant, they became boasters..   And what do proud, arrogant boasters 
do?  They abuse others.  This was the lesson Jesus taught in the parable of the 
Pharisee and the tax collector. Luke 18:9 says “[Jesus] told this parable to some 
who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with 
contempt.”  That’s what pride does.  It treats others with contempt. In the case of 
England, and America at the time, it enslaved others, abused others, and treated 
others like beasts.  Now the Corinthians believed in justification by faith alone.  
And yet there were still a very proud assembly.   They were proud of their 
tolerance of sin (5:2).  They were proud of their knowledge (8:1).   They were 
proud of their spiritual gifts (12:21).  As a result, there was a general lovelessness 
that prevailed in their Church.   Beloved, pride always destroys love, because it 3

deifies self and dehumanizes others.  Therefore true Christian love is not proud. 

Our Doctrine
Our Duty
Our Delight

 So immediately we see the danger for ourselves.  Believing the gospel doesn’t immediately destroy 3

pride in our lives.  

 

The Big Idea…
Pride is that vilest and cruelest deformity which turns men into monsters, 

therefore love is never proud
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I. Our Doctrine

Is it arrogant to claim Jesus is the only way? 
As per usual, we must begin with what Paul is not saying.  It’s vital that we 

do not adopt the world’s definition of arrogance.  In an interview with a Christian 
leader in 2004, Larry King said it was egotistical to claim that Jesus is the only 
way to Heaven.   King was simply repeating the cultural catechism, it is arrogant 4

to claim there is only one way to God.  But what does Scripture say?  Jesus said 
in John 14:6 “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.”   You see if we accept the world’s definition of arrogance, then 5

Jesus was arrogant.  But the shoe is on the other foot. Is it not arrogant to argue 
with the Son of God and tell Him that you can find salvation outside of Him? It 
is the highest form of arrogance to not submit to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  
“For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him” (Colossians 1:16).  Declaring the truth about the 
exclusivity of Jesus Christ is not arrogant.  To claim there is any other way is 
arrogant. 

Is it arrogant to tell people they are sinners? 
Additionally the world tells us it is arrogant to pronounce judgment 

against sin.   What is the most quoted verse in the cultural catechism?  “Judge 
not, that you be not judged” (Matthew 7:1).  To be sure, Jesus forbids 
hypocritical judgment.   But this verse was never intended to be used to forbid 

 Source: https://www.thebereancall.org/content/jesus-being-arrogant-when-he-says-he-only-way?  4

Accessed October 9, 2021

 Acts 4:12 “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 5

men by which we must be saved.”  Galatians 1:8-9 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach 
to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so 
now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be 
accursed.

 

https://www.thebereancall.org/content/jesus-being-arrogant-when-he-says-he-only-way?sapurl=Lys5MjZkL2xiL2xpLyt3dm44dWs4P2JyYW5kaW5nPXRydWUmZW1iZWQ9dHJ1ZSZyZWNlbnRSb3V0ZT1hcHAud2ViLWFwcC5saWJyYXJ5Lmxpc3QmcmVjZW50Um91dGVTbHVnPSUyQnd2bjh1azg=
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preaching against sinners.  Jesus regularly called out sinners, and saved His 6

choicest words for those who thought they were righteous in themselves.  
According to Jesus, they are hypocrites (Matthew 23:13), blind (v.16), full of 
greed and self-indulgence (v.25), white-washed tombs (v.27), and serpents 
(v.33).   It is not arrogant to rightly preach against sin.  It’s arrogant to argue 
with the Word of God and claim we are righteous when we are not.   7

The three attributes of proud behavior
So let’s look at the 3 descriptions of pride that Paul gives.   End of v.4 “…

love does not…boast; it is not arrogant  or rude.”  These three make up proud 
behavior.  First, to boast means to act as a braggart, to display self, to embellish 
self.  Second, to be arrogant means to inflate yourself, to puff yourself up like 
those blowfish making yourself bigger than you are.  Third, to be rude is to act 
unbecoming towards others.  Literally it means to deform yourself.  If a person is 
badly burned, they are deformed in the flesh.  If a person is rude, they are 
deformed in spirit.   That’s what these three behaviors—boosting, arrogance and 
rudeness—have in common, they are deformities of spirit. 

The story of Narcissus 
Children, have you ever heard the story of Narcissus?  “Narcissus was a 

hunter in Greek mythology…He was a very beautiful young man, and many fell 
in love with him. However, he only showed them disdain and contempt.  One 
day, while he was hunting in the woods,[a] nymph [named] Echo spotted him 
and immediately fell [in love with him]….However, he pushed her off and told 
her not to disturb him…Nemesis, the goddess of retribution and revenge…
decided to punish Narcissus for his behavior. She led him to a pool; there, the 
man saw his reflection in the water and fell in love with it. Although he did not 
realize in the beginning that it was just a reflection, when he understood it, he 

 In fact, Paul called the Corinthians arrogant for failing to properly judge sin and cast it out of the 6

assembly (1 Cor. 5:2).

 Calvin said in his reply to Cardinal Sadolet: “Humility only is genuine which is framed in conformity to the 7

Word of God.” (Calvin pg. 47)
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fell in despair that his love could not materialize and committed suicide.”   We 8

get the word narcissism from this story.  Narcissism is the preoccupation and 
admiration of oneself.  It’s the grossest type of deformity, because all that matters 
is self.   The narcissist doesn’t love anyone but himself.  He is the boaster, the 
arrogant and the rude.  

Principle:  Pride turns men into monsters
And so we arrive at our main principle: Pride is that vilest and cruelest 

deformity, therefore love is never proud.  So what has God done to destroy this 
deformity of pride in us?  Consider with 7 designs of God where He has aimed 
at destroying the pride of men. 

Design #1: God designed the angels so they could not boast  
When the seraphim are pictured before the throne of Christ in Isaiah 6, 

they had to cover their face because they were not worthy in themselves to behold 
the thrice holy Son of God.  Job 15:15 says “Behold, God puts no trust in his 
holy ones, and the heavens are not pure in his sight.”  If God removes all 
boasting from angels who have never sinned, how much more is all boasting 
removed from us who drink up iniquity like water? 

Design #2: God designed creation so that no creature could boast
When God finally spoke to Job at the end of his affliction, what did He 

say? He asked Job 77 questions  in ch.38-39 covering creation, cosmology, 9

oceanography, meteorology, angelology, astronomy, thanatology , zoology all 10

meant to demonstrate that Job had no wisdom, no counsel that he could give to 
God to improve His rule over the world.  God asked him “Where were you 
when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding” 

 Source: https://www.greekmythology.com/Myths/Mortals/Narcissus/narcissus.html  Accessed October 9, 8

2021.  Also see http://www.auburn.edu/allynbaconanthology/documents/EchoNarcissus.pdf 

 Source: https://www.yebc.net/yebc-study-bible/old-testament/job/1090-job-38-39-god-s-77-questions  9

Accessed October 9, 2021

 the study of death - 38:1710

 

https://www.yebc.net/yebc-study-bible/old-testament/job/1090-job-38-39-god-s-77-questions
https://www.greekmythology.com/Myths/Mortals/Narcissus/narcissus.html
http://www.auburn.edu/allynbaconanthology/documents/EchoNarcissus.pdf
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(38:4).  “Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades or loose the cords of Orion?” 
(38:31) “Have you entered into the springs of the sea, or walked in the recesses 
of the deep?” (38:16) Can you send forth lightnings, that they may go and say to 
you, ‘Here we are’?” (38:35) “Have the gates of death been revealed to you, or 
have you seen the gates of deep darkness?” (38:17).  “Can you hunt the prey for 
the lion, or satisfy the appetite of the young lions” (38:39).   What was Job’s 
response to this avalanche of questions? He couldn’t answer one of God’s 
questions.  No one can.  He said in 40:4 “Behold, I am of small account; what 
shall I answer you?”  Dear congregation, God created the universe so that your 
mouth would be shut to all boasting.  

Design #3: God designed humans beings so no man/woman/child could boast
Who formed you in your mother’s womb?  Did you teach God how to knit 

together your body and soul?  Did you advise Him to make your personality 
such and such? Or as Paul asks in 1 Corinthians 4:7 “What do you have that 
you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not 
receive it?”  Everything about you:  your gender, your intelligence, your physical 
strength, the country you were born in, the age in which you live, your spiritual 
gifts, your vocation, EVERYTHING was given to you.  You merited nothing, 
you earned nothing.  If you are smarter than that man, more pretty than that 
woman, more skilled than that worker, it is only because God made you that way.  
You have nothing to boast in. Just wait. You will soon, start to lose your 
marbles, you will soon get old and ugly, and you will soon be unable to be able to 
lift a hammer. 

Design #4: God designed His rescue of Israel so they could not boast 
When God rescued Israel and was about to bring them into the promised 

land, His chief concern was that they would become proud.  So He tells them in 
Deuteronomy 9:4 “Do not say in your heart, after the Lord your God has thrust 
them out before you, ‘It is because of my righteousness that the Lord has 
brought me in to possess this land,’ whereas it is because of the wickedness of 
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these nations that the Lord is driving them out before you.” v.6 “Know, 
therefore, that the Lord your God is not giving you this good land to possess 
because of your righteousness, for you are a stubborn people.  Remember and do not 
forget how you provoked the Lord your God to wrath in the wilderness. From 
the day you came out of the land of Egypt until you came to this place, you have 
been rebellious against the Lord.”  God did not save Israel because they were better 
stuff than the other nations. They had nothing to boast about but their 
stubbornness and rebellion. 

Design #5:  God designed election to eliminate all boasting from His people
Paul labored this point beginning of this letter.  Just as Israel was not 

better than the nations they displaced, so the Christian is not better than the 
reprobate who goes to hell.  Paul says in 1:26-20 “For consider your calling, 
brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many 
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in 
the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are 
not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the 
presence of God.”  God wants you to know that there were smarter, stronger, more 
noble people than you, that He did not elect.  In other words, you were not 
attractive to Him.  He didn’t say “Oh there’s a gem, I’ll pick that one.”  No He 
said “There’s another worm, put her with the rest of the worms.”  And if you say 
“But He chose me, because I put my faith in Him.”  You have it all wrong.  
Jesus said in John 15:16  “You did not choose me, but I chose you.”  You chose 
second.  He chose first.  You can’t even boast in your faith.   11

Design #6:  God designed our sanctification to eliminate all boasting
Maybe after we are saved, then we can find some reason to be proud, 

right?  Certainly our good works give us some ground to be proud?  Jesus said 

 Romans 12:3 “For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more 11

highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that 
God has assigned.”
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in Luke 17:10 “So you also, when you have done all that you were commanded, 
say, ‘We are unworthy servants;[e] we have only done what was our duty.’”  But 
my works are better than that poor schlub over there?  Paul says in 1 
Corinthians 15:10 “I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the 
grace of God that is with me.”  We cannot boast for one ounce of our 
sanctification.12

Design #7:  God designed our affliction to prevent us from boasting
So strong is our temptation to boast that God has to send us afflictions to 

keep us lowly.  Even Paul needed affliction to keep him from boasting.  He says 
in 2 Corinthians 12:7 “So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the 
surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a 
messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited.”   Have you 
considered that loved ones? Your propensity to pride is so strong, even after 
become a Christian, that God graciously sends you afflictions to help kill your 
pride.  

All things designed to kill your pride
God has designed those 7 things to kill your pride.  God has designed 

angels, the world, human beings, the nation of Israel, election, sanctification, and 
affliction all to kill your pride.  Why?  Because as long as you are a proud 
person, you cannot love.  That’s our first point. Pride is that vilest and cruelest 
deformity therefore love is never proud.

II. Our Duty

1.  Experimental Use
Let’s consider just two duties.  The first duty is to examine ourselves.  But 

we are not asking: “Do I have pride?”  Sadly, all of us still have pride.  What we 

 “…for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). 12

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25653e
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are asking: “Where do I manifest pride?”  Stuart Scott in his book “From Pride 
to Humility” provides a sample list of how pride can manifest itself in our lives.  
So test yourself with these questions.  

Do you complain against God’s dealings with you? The proud person murmurs  
against God: “Why would God do this to me, after all I have done for him?”13

Do you lack a thankful heart?  “Proud people usually think they deserve what is 
good.  [Therefore] the see no reason to be thankful for what they receive.”14

Are you easily angered?  A proud person is easily angered because what he 
thinks he is entitled to is not being given to him.  

Are you given over to self-pity?  Self-pity is pride in disguise.  The self-pitying 
person bemoans that he is not as gifted, or loved or valued as others are.  

Are you a perfectionist? Perfectionism is prideful.  The perfectionist, like the 
Pharisee, neglect the weightier things, and make much of those things that are of 
little consequence. They “strain out a gnat and swallow the camel”  (Matthew 
23:24). 

Do you submit to authority? The person who doesn’t submit, doesn’t have a 
submission problem, they have a pride problem. 

Are you addicted to pleasing others?  The proud person cares more about 
pleasing man than pleasing God (Galatians 1:10). 

 Exodus 16:8 And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you in the evening meat to eat and in the 13

morning bread to the full, because the LORD has heard your grumbling that you grumble against him—
what are we? Your grumbling is not against us but against the LORD.”

 Stuart Scott, From Pride to Humility: A Biblical Perspective, (Bemidji, MN.,: Focus Publishing Inc.,: 14

2002), pg. 6.  2 Chronicles 32:25 "But Hezekiah did not make return according to the benefit done to him, 
for his heart was proud. Therefore wrath came upon him and Judah and Jerusalem.”
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Are you teachable?  Proud people think they know it all, they are superior in 
knowledge, and therefore won’t listen to others.  “The way of a fool is right in his 
own eyes” (Proverbs 12:15).

Do you serve others? Proud people struggle with serving others because they 
don’t think of others.  Or they serve if they get praised for their service. 

Do you gossip? The proud person talks about the shortcomings of others as a 
way to make themselves look superior. 

Can you admit when you are wrong and ask for forgiveness? The proud person 
hates to admit fault and will make excuses and shift blame to others.  

Loved ones, in what areas are you most proud?  

2.  Admonitory Use
That brings us to our second duty: we must rebuke ourselves.  First let’s 

address the Christian.  At the G3 conference, Abner Chou wounded us deeply 
regarding Christian pride.  He said that as Christians, we don’t mind playing 
second fiddle to Jesus, as long as we are second fiddle.  That’s exactly how the 
Corinthians were acting.  They recognized Jesus was Lord. He is first fiddle.  
They were willing to be under Him.  But they were unwilling to be second fiddle 
to anyone else.  As a result they trampled each other with lovelessness.  That is 
what we do with each other when we insist on being second fiddle to Jesus.  
You are not a humble person if think Jesus alone is above you in rank.    15

What about the person who doesn’t have a saving relationship with Jesus 
Christ. You are unwilling to be second fiddle to anyone.  The Lord threatens 
terrible things against you.

 Don’t you know what the apostle Paul said about himself?  Ephesians 3:8 “I am the very least of all the 15

saints.” Would you put yourself above Paul who counted himself the very least?
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Psalm 51:1-5 “Why do you boast…O mighty man?…God will break you down 
forever; he will snatch and tear you from your tent; he will uproot you from the 
land of the living.” 

Proverbs 16:5 “Everyone who is arrogant in heart is an abomination to the Lord; 
be assured, he will not go unpunished.”

Don’t you know how many times God has executed judgment in history against 
the arrogant in heart?  The man Haman was hanged on his own gallows that he 
built because of his pride (Esther 7:10).  God caused Nebuchadnezzar to go 
insane and lose his mind because of his pride (Daniel 4:30-32).  Every nation in 
history has been brought to the dust because they lifted up their head in pride 
against the Lord.  Sodom was destroyed by fire for it’s pride (Ezekiel 16:49). 
God swallowed up Assyria because she said “…by the strength of my hand I 
have done it” (Isaiah 10:13).  It is always pride that comes before destruction.   
The nations of Israel,  Babylon,  Moab,  Ammon,  Tyre,  and Edom,  all 16 17 18 19 20 21

fell because because of pride.  Will you alone escape? Malachi 4:1 “For behold, 
the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers 
will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of 
hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.”    The main thing 22

between you and God is not so much your sin, but it’s your damnable self-

 Leviticus 26:1916

 Isaiah 47:5ff; Jeremiah 50 (cf. v.29-32); Hab. 2:417

 Jeremiah 48 (cf. v.29)18

 Jeremiah 49 (cf. v.4, 16)19

 Ezekiel 28:220

 Obadiah 3-421

 Also see Psalm 12:2-3; 18:27; 31:23; 49:12; 101:5; Proverbs 3:34; 15:25; 16:18; 26:12; Isaiah 2:11-17; 22

13:11; Matthew 23:12; Revelation 18:7-8
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righteousness.   You don’t think you need Him.  Does a thirsty man need water?  23

Does a slave need freedom?  Does a dead man need resurrection?   Dear friend, 
there’s no one you need more than the Lord.  If you don’t have the Lord Jesus 
Christ on your side when you die, your pretended righteousness before God will 
fail you.  The only people that God lets into Heaven are perfect people.  If you 
reject the Lord Jesus Christ, you must have a perfect record. Not one sin.  Not 
one iniquity.  If He opens up the books, and if even one sin is in your record, you 
will be thrown into the lake of fire.  God is holy, and He cannot abide with your 
unholiness in Heaven.  He will not compromise for you.  That day will too late.  
But today is the day of salvation.  Confess your pride and self-righteousness and 
arrogance before the Lord today.  He can make you clean.  The Lord says 
“Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: though your sins are like 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.”    “If you confess with your mouth that 24

Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved.”25

III. Our Delight

No such thing as a great man of God
I found this passage extremely difficult to preach on this week.  The 

reason is because every single sentence is an indictment against my own heart.  I 
am a proud person.  I am arrogant.  I am a boaster.  I was reminded of a quote 
by Paul Washer who said “There is no such thing as a great man of God, only 
weak, pitiful, faithless men of a great and merciful God.”    26

 Original quote by John Gerstner: “The main thing between you and God is not so much your sins; it's 23

your damnable good works. ”  Source: https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/99280-the-main-thing-
between-you-and-god-is-not-so  Accessed October 10, 2021

 Isaiah 1:1824

 Romans 10:925

 Source: https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/530093-there-is-no-such-thing-as-a-great-man-of  26

Accessed October 10, 2021

 

https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/99280-the-main-thing-between-you-and-god-is-not-so
https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/99280-the-main-thing-between-you-and-god-is-not-so
https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/530093-there-is-no-such-thing-as-a-great-man-of


 13

The only type of person Jesus saves
Our delight in this passage is just that.  The only types of people Jesus has 

saved has been proud, boastful and arrogant people.  He’s never saved a humble 
person.  Psalm 14:2-3 “The Lord looks down from heaven on the children of 
man, to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God. 3 They have all 
turned aside; together they have become corrupt; there is none who does good, 
not even one.”  

What does the gospel display? 
That’s why the gospel alone, above everything else, displays the infinite 

love and condescension of God.  The gospel teaches us about this God—who 
though His throne is the Heaven of Heavens, who though He dwells in 
approachable light, He stoops down so low in order to take notice worms like us.  
Though we sold ourselves to sin, though we partnered with His mortal enemy 
the devil, God sent His only begotten Son to die for us.  Don’t you see, there is 
nothing more wonderful than the humble love of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

“Though he was in the form of God, [He] did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.”27

And this humble Son of Man rose from the dead, and ascended into Heaven, 
and now sits at the right hand of God ruling and reigning.  He is not ashamed to 
call us His brothers.  He is not ashamed to fellowship with us.  He is not 
ashamed to continue to forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  He 
is not ashamed to bring us into His Father’s kingdom.  He’s not ashamed to call 
us His very own possession.  That’s why we can sing: 

 Philippians 2:6-827
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My worth is not in what I own, not in the strength of flesh and bone
But in the costly wounds of love at the cross
My worth is not in skill or name, in win or lose, in pride or shame
But in the blood of Christ that flowed at the cross
…
I rejoice in my Redeemer, Greatest Treasure, Wellspring of my soul
I will trust in Him, no other. My soul is satisfied in Him alone28

The humble Jesus makes our heart’s humble
Beloved, the soul that is satisfied in Jesus, is the soul that finds itself 

increasingly humble in heart.  

The soul that is satisfied in Jesus doesn’t complain about how God deals with 
him but humbly knows that he is utterly unqualified pass judgment on God.  29

The soul that is satisfied in Jesus humbly gives thanks to God for everything, 
because he knows he deserves hell.  Even in trials he praises God because he 
knows that God uses afflictions to keep him from going astray.  30

The soul that is satisfied in Jesus is not easily angered because he sees how gentle 
and lowly Jesus has been with him. 

The soul that is satisfied in Jesus doesn’t wallow in self-pity but is content in the 
humble station that Jesus has given him. 

 Jeremiah 9:23-24 Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty 28

man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 24 but let him who boasts boast in this, that 
he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and 
righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the Lord.”

 Job 40:3-529

 Psalm 119:6630
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The soul that is satisfied in Jesus is not a perfectionist.  He sees his limitations as 
humble reminders that Christ alone is perfect. 

The soul that is satisfied in Jesus gladly submits to godly authority because they 
see authority as an extension of Christ’s Lordship. 

The soul that is satisfied in Jesus enjoys pleasing others for their good, but is 
most concerned with pleasing the Lord.  

The soul that is satisfied in Jesus has a teachable spirit.  He humbly recognizes 
that God can use anyone to teach him.  

The soul that is satisfied in Jesus loves to serve others, and is willing to humbly 
volunteer for things don’t receive praise from men. 

The soul that is satisfied in Jesus doesn’t gossip.  He will only humbly speak 
negatively of others if he must in order to help them.  

The soul that is satisfied in Jesus confesses their sins and asks for forgiveness.  
They know that there is no sin that can be exposed in their life, that hasn’t 
already been covered by the blood of Jesus.

The greatest promises attached to humility
Loved ones, the greatest promises are given to those whose love is humble.  

Humility, lowliness of spirit, brokenness over sin is the sacrifice that God always 
accepts.   Psalm 51:17  “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and 
contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”   The one who is humble in heart is 
the one God promises to dwell with.  Isaiah 66:1-2 “Heaven is my throne, and 
the earth is my footstool…2 All these things my hand has made, and so all these 
things came to be, declares the Lord. But this is the one to whom I will look: he 
who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word.”
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How do we cultivate humility? 
Alright, so if love doesn’t boast, act arrogantly or rude, but exercises a 

humble spirit, then how do we cultivate humility? Negatively we must stop 
comparing ourselves to ourselves.  This is the fallacy that leads to pride.  Paul 
says in 2 Corinthians 10:12 “But when they measure themselves by one another 
and compare themselves with one another, they are without understanding.”  
The Corinthians were proud precisely because they were constantly comparing 
themselves among themselves.  One author gave this illustration: 

There was a group of homeless alcoholics, who used a tiered system that they 
used to compare themselves to one another.  At the top were people who 
could get drunk everyday and still hold down a job.  They looked down on 
the people who got drunk everyday but could only work sporadically.   And 
those people looked down on the people who got drunk everyday and lost all 
their front teeth and couldn’t work.31

Do you see the fallacy?  When you compare yourselves with one another, you 
will always find someone you are better than.  But here’s the problem, at the end 
of the day you are simply one homeless toothless drunk comparing yourself to 
other homeless toothless drunks.  Other sinners are not the standard.  You 
cannot cultivate humility if you are looking at others. 

That brings us to the  positive way to cultivate humility: you must compare 
yourself to God.   What are you compared to God?  What is your power and 32

knowledge compared to His?  “He determines the number of the stars; he gives 
to all of them their names” (Psalm 147:4).  Can you make even one star?  What 
is your holiness compared to His?  He is clothed in garments whiter than the 

 R.W. Glenn from his sermon:  Priorities of the Mission31

 “All grace is wrought in the heart through the knowledge of God, or by the clear discovery of his 32

perfections ; and the knowledge of these perfections is the foundation of all grace.” Jonathan Edwards, 
Charity and Its Fruits, (Carlisle, PA.,: The Banner of Truth Trust, Reprint 2013), pg. 145.  2 Peter 1:3 “His 
divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him 
who called us to his own glory and excellence.”
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sun. What is you love compared to His?  He gave up His only Son, His perfect 
Son, His most excellent and infinitely lovely Son for hell-deserving sinners. “For 
one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 
one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:7-8). Have you ever had a love 
like that?  No.  You see when you and I are compared to God, we discover who 
we really are.  And that is humbling.  So loved ones, in order to cultivate 
humility, look to God.  Compare your life against what He requires in His Law.  
Behold how there have been sinners no worse than you who received no mercy.  
The more you look at Him, the more you will see that you have nothing to boast 
in.  The more you look at Him, the more desperate you will feel within 
yourselves, and the more you will cling to the Savior.  The more you look at 
Him, the more humble, and loving, and gentle you will be to others.  

 


