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August 29, 2021

Love: the Soul of All Things
1 Corinthians 13:1-3

A compelling proof
1 Corinthians 13, considered by itself is one of the most compelling proofs 

that the Scripture has been inspired by God Himself.  The Larger Catechism 
Q.4 asks ‘How do we know that the Scriptures are the Word of God?’   It gives 1

several answers, but the first is this: “The Scriptures manifest themselves to the 
be the Word of God, by their majesty and purity…”  1 Corinthians 13 gives us the 
most majestic most pure vision of love that has ever been penned.  It’s apparent 
to anyone who is honest, that these are not the words of a mere mortal, but of one 
who has been inspired by the Living Spirit.  The Apostle does not have a mere 
theoretical knowledge of the ravishing love of God, but he has bathed in it, he 
has become irrevocably united to it, it has become a part of it, and it’s bleeding 
out all over the page.  The world knows this, which is why even unbelievers 
quote 1 Corinthians 13 in their weddings.  

The lovelessness at Corinth
So where does this fit into our context? Well, the Corinthians had several 

problems that Paul has been addressing, and at the heart all of them was a 
general lovelessness.  Why did they divide into factions in ch.1?  Because they 
refused to love those they disagreed with.  Why was the man caught sleeping 
with his stepmom allowed to continue in ch. 5?  Because didn’t love him enough 
to intervene.   Why were they taking each other to court in ch. 6?  Because they 
loved their stuff more than their brother.   Why were they disregarding the 
conscience of their weaker brothers in ch. 8?  Because they loved their liberty 
more than their brother for whom Christ died.   Why were the poor going 
without food during Lord’s Supper in ch. 11?  Because they loved their own 
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appetites more.  Finally, why are they here abusing the spiritual gifts in ch. 12 
and 14?  Because they loved how their gifts brought them honor and position 
more than how it edified the Church.  Their main problem was lovelessness. 

Mr. Perfect is a nobody
Dear congregation, I would be so bold as to say, that is our main problem.  

How often do you and I place love below our own private agenda?  I think 
Michael Horton got it right when he said that we often view ourselves as the star 
in our own personalized movie, and we treat others as a supporting actors or 
props meant to keep us in limelight.   Paul’s medicine for this is 1 Cor. 13, but he 2

ups the ante.  Imagine a movie where the leading character had everything. He had 
every strength and zero weaknesses.  He could speak every language.  He had 
knowledge that only God had. He could move entire mountains by his sheer 
will.  And at the end of the movie he gave it all away and sacrificed his body to 
the flames to save the entire human race.  That’s the picture Paul gives us.  But 
then he says this: if we possessed all these things, but was missing love, we 
would be annoying nobodies that gained nothing.   Beloved what good is every 
achievement that you could hope to attain in this life, without love?  Is love your 
highest pursuit?  

 Michael Horton, Ordinary, (Grand Rapids, MI.,: Zondervan, 2014), pg. 13, 142

 

The Big Idea…
Love is the soul of all things—neither the greatest privileges nor the greatest 

performances can make up for a lack of it; therefore, above all else, put on love
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The Greatest Privileges 
The Greatest Performances 
The Greatest Practice

I. The Greatest Privileges

Paul’s method 
Now consider Paul’s method.  First, Paul doesn’t define love until he gets 

to v.4.  He begins with with why love is so vital, before he gets to what love is.  So 
we will not rush ahead.  Second, Paul makes a division. In v.1-2 Paul speaks of 
God-given privileges: tongues, prophetic insight and miracles;  in v.3 he speaks 
of man’s greatest performances: extreme generosity and ultimate sacrifice.  
Third, there is a progression.  Paul starts with speech (the smallest thing) and 
ends with ultimate sacrifice (the greatest thing).  

Supernatural speech
So let’s begin with v.1 “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but 

have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.” First Paul mentions the 
“tongues of men”—of men—meaning the languages of men, the languages of 
humankind.  As Charles Hodge says here, this proves “that the gift of tongues 
was the gift of speaking foreign languages.”  Second, he mentions the “tongues 3

of…angels”—meaning the language that God gave the angels to speak in 
Heaven.  To sum up, Paul is including every language ever invented, human or 
Divine.  There are approximate 7,100 known human languages today according 
to worldatlas.com.   To be able to speak all of them, could only be the result of a 4

gift from God.  So Paul is saying: …even if God gave me the ability to speak ten 
thousand languages—both human and Divine—if I had not love “…I am a noisy 

 Charles Hodge, A Commentary on 1 & 2 Corinthians, (Carlisle, PA.,: The Banner of Truth Trust, Reprint 3

2018), pg. 266

 Source: https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/how-many-languages-are-there-in-the-world.html  Accessed 4

August 28, 2021
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gong or a clanging cymbal.” In other words, I would be an instrument played at 
the wrong time, my language would be senseless, shrill, and stinging to the ears.  
Now Paul starts with tongues because this was the darling gift of the 
Corinthians.  Clearly he is saying, that their tongue speaking—though it was a 
gift of God—had become a complete annoyance because they lacked love. 

Supernatural knowledge
Please look at v.2 “And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 

mysteries and all knowledge…”  I understand this as one gift.  Paul, as an 
Apostle, had the prophetic gift which enabled him to understand the mysteries of 
God (“the secret purposes of God” ) and to possess the knowledge necessary to 5

communicate to the Church.  Now these mysteries, this knowledge, cannot be 
found out by human reason.  They can only be given by the direct inspiration of 
Holy Spirit. But notice, Paul is hyperbolizing here:  He’s saying ‘…if the Spirit 
of God enlarged my prophetic powers so that I could understand all mysteries, 
all knowledge.’  In other words, Paul is setting up the scenario where he has an 
equivalent knowledge as God Himself. 

Supernatural miracles 
He continues in v.2 “…and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains…”  

First notice here, that Paul is not hypothesizing about only having one of these 
amazing gifts but all of them, he says “If I have this, and if I have this, and if I 
have this…” So he’s multiply the gifts to himself, envisioning a superman with 
every possible gift.  Now the emphasis here on having all faith, is what he can do 
with it, namely, he can perform the greatest miracles, even the removing of 
mountains.  So whereas in the last gift, he envisioned having equivalent 
knowledge as God, here essentially he is envisioning having equivalent power as 
God.  But he quickly adds, that even if he had all the knowledge and power of 
God, if he didn’t have love, he would be nobody—“I am nothing.” 

 Hodge, pg. 2675
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The things humans revere most
Now, why did Paul choose these things to compare with love?  Because 

these are the greatest privileges that any human being could ever possess.   Let 
me illustrate. When the prophet Daniel was in Babylon, King Nebuchadnezzar 
had a dream and none of his wise men could tell Nebuchadnezzar what the 
dream was or interpret it.  But Daniel, through the power of the Spirit of God 
told the king what no else could, revealing not just the king’s dream but the 
mystery of all of human history—the coming kingdom of Jesus Christ.  So 
astonished was the king, that 2:46 says “…King Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his 
face and paid homage to Daniel, and commanded that an offering and incense be 
offered up to him.”  Fast forward to Acts 14.  While in Lystra, Paul told a man 
who was could not use his feet to stand up.  Picking up in v.10 we read “And he 
sprang up and began walking. 11 And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, 
they lifted up their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods have come down to us 
in the likeness of men!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because 
he was the chief speaker. 13 And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the 
entrance to the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer 
sacrifice with the crowds.” Daniel prophesied unlocking the mysteries of God. 
Paul could heal a man showing for the power of God.  Both were worshipped by 
these pagans because of it.  Why?  Because these particular gifts are the things 
that human beings put their trust in and revere the most.  These gifts are so 
extraordinary because they are Messiah-like gifts, they particularly belong to 
Christ’s prophetic office.    Yet in spite of the greatness of these gifts, despite 6

how revered they are among men, despite the fact that they are manifest the 
prophetic office of Christ, if a person has all these, but not love, he would be 
utterly nothing.  

 “These extraordinary gifts are a great privilege, in that there is in them a conformity to Christ in his 6

prophetical office.”  Jonathan Edwards, Charity and Its Fruits, (Carlisle, PA.,: The Banner of Truth Trust, 
Reprinted 2013), pg. 34
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1st principle:  Love is greater than the greatest God-given privileges
So we arrive at our first principle: The greatest privileges that God could give 

you can never make up for a lack of love.   Love is soul of all things.  Boys and girls, 7

imagine you were given a choice between two bodies.  The first body has legs 
that don’t work—you would have to be wheeled around in a wheelchair. This 
body gets sick easy, and isn’t very attractive.  However, this body comes with a 
living spirit.  Or you could choose the second body.  This body is stronger and 
more beautiful than any other person that has ever lived.  Everything about this 
body is perfect, but there is one problem:  this body is a dead corpse—there is no 
living spirit in it.  Which body would you choose? The body with the spirit, 
because otherwise you’re dead.  That’s how vital love is.  Just as a body is dead 
without a spirit, so you and I are without love.  Love is better than any other gift 
God could give us.  

Love is better than every other gift of God
Consider five reasons why love is better than any other extraordinary gift 

God could give us.  

1. Without love, the greatest privileges will make you the most terrible 
devil.  Jonathan Edwards says here:  “Strength and knowledge do not 
render any being [delightful] without [love], but more hateful…though the 
devils are very strong, and [have] great natural understanding…they are 
more terrible indeed” because they have not love.”8

2. Without love, these other gifts are no proof that you belong to God.  The 
gifts that Paul has listed have been given to both God’s elect and to the 
wicked.  Balaam was called a wicked prophet (Jude 1:11) and an example 
of one of those false teacher who will be punished on the day of judgment (2 
Peter 2:9, 15).  Yet Balaam gave us two incredible parts of Scripture.  First, 

 There is no defect in God’s gifts.  A comparison7

 Jonathan Edwards, Religious Affections, (USA,: Feather Trail Press, 2009), pg. 1058
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through God’s Spirit he spoke those wonderful words in Numbers 23:19 
God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his 
mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not 
fulfill it?”  Second, Balaam prophesied about the coming Christ, Numbers 
24:17 “…a star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of 
Israel.”   Turn with me quickly to Matthew 10:1. “And he [Jesus] called to 9

him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast 
them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction.” So notice that 
Jesus empowers these 12 men with the Holy Spirit to be able to do things 
which no others can do on the earth.  But who is one of the men in this 
group?  Look at the end of v.4 “…Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.”  Jesus 
gave the son of destruction (John 17:12) the power to—v.8 “…heal the sick, 
raise the dead, cleanse lepers, [and] cast out demons.”  The point here? The 
greatest God-given gifts does not guarantee that one belongs to God.  On 10

the other hand, if one was devoid of every spiritual gift, but they possessed 
true Christian love, then Spirit definitely dwells within them, for love is one 
of the fruits of the Spirit.  Galatians 5:22 “But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love…” Having the other gifts does not prove you belong to God, but having 
true Christ love proves that the Spirit lives within you. 

 The wicked king Saul also prophesied and was recognized as a prophet - 1 Samuel 19:249

 “This blessing of the saving grace of God is a quality inherent in the nature of him that is the subject of 10

it.— This gift of the Spirit of God, working a truly Christian temper in the soul, and exciting gracious 
exercises there, confers a blessing that has its seat in the heart, a blessing that makes a man's heart or 
nature excellent; yea, the very excellency of the nature does consist in it. Now it is not so with respect to 
these extraordinary gifts of the Spirit. They are excellent things, but not properly the excellency of a man's 
nature, for they are not things that are inherent in the nature. For instance, if a man is endowed with a gift 
of working miracles, this power is not anything inherent in 0a nature. It is not properly any quality of the 
heart and nature of the man, as true grace and holiness are; and though most commonly those that have 
these extraordinary gifts of prophecy, speaking with tongues and working miracles, have been holy 
persons, yet their holiness did not consist in their having these gifts. These extraordinary gifts are nothing 
properly inherent in the man. They are something adventitious. They arc excellent things, but not 
excellencies in the nature of the subject. They are like a beautiful garment, which does not alter the 
nature of the man that wee"it. They are like precious jewels, with which the body may be adorned; but 
true grace is that whereby the very soul itself becomes as it were a precious jewel.”  Edwards, Charity 
and Its Fruits, pg. 35
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3. Salvation is promised to those who love God, but not to those who merely 
possess these other gifts.   Jesus specifically calls out these other gifts on 
the day of judgment as being inadequate to enter the kingdom of Heaven.  
Matthew 7:22-23 “On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty 
works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 
depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’”    But on the other hand, 11

salvation is promised to everyone who loves.  1 John 4:7 “Beloved, let us 
love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of 
God…” 5:4 “…everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world.”

4. All the other gifts are means, but love to God and neighbor is the end.  
After Christ ascended, He poured out the Holy Spirit in greater measure 
than He ever was before, and the Church was given all these gifts:  tongues, 
prophecy, miracle working etc.  We read in Ephesians 4:11 “And he gave 
the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers.” 
Most of the extraordinary gifts were in those offices.  But what were they 
given for?  v.12 “…to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building 
up the body of Christ.”  To what end?  v.16 In order that “…the body [will] 
grow so that it builds itself up in love.”  Love is what all the gifts are aiming at.  
The end is always greater than the means.  

5. The other gifts will pass away but love will remain.  This is Paul’s 
argument in our chapter.  v.8 “Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will 
pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass 
away.”  In their current form, these other extraordinary gifts will end, but 
love will go on and on, age upon age without end.  

From those five reasons we see why love is the soul of all things.  As Edwards 
says, love “…is the greatest blessing that men could receive in this world:  

 cf. Deut. 13:1-3; Luke 10:17-2011
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greater than any natural gifts…greater than the most universal learning, greater 
than any outward wealth an honor, greater than to be a king or emperor…
[nothing is] to be compared with it.”  No privilege, not even those privileges 
given from God Himself can make up for a lack of love.  To have no love is for a 
body to have no living spirit, it is for the sun to have no fire, it is for the Trinity 
to be empty of Divine Persons.  That’s our first point.  

II. The Greatest Performances

Supernatural generosity
In v.3, Paul changes his argument. Having exhausted the idea that love is 

greater than the greatest privileges God could give us, he now moves to the 
greatest performances man could give. The first thing Paul mentions is a 
supernatural generosity. v.3 “If I give away all I have… but have not love, I gain 
nothing.”  The NASB puts it like this “And if I give all my possessions to feed the 
poor…”  Now this was of particular concern in those days.  In Paul’s second 
letter to the Corinthians he speaks of the extreme poverty and need that the 
Church in Jerusalem had.  There were famines in those days, and the Jewish 
Church had it particularly hard, because they were despised by their own 
countrymen.  So caring for the poor was a particular duty.    The same duty is 12

incumbent upon us today.  James 2:15-17 “If a brother or sister is poorly 
clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be 
warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what 
good is that? 17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” Using 
our property to care for others is not an option in the Christian’s life, it is our 
duty.   However, Paul’s point here is that even if we give away everything, and if 
it is devoid of love, we gain nothing.  

 In fact, when Paul was given the right hand of fellowship as an apostle to the Gentiles, Galatians 2:9 12

says that that other apostles “…asked us to remember the poor.”  Paul said this was “the very thing I was 
eager to do.”
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Supernatural sacrifice
The last thing that Paul mentions is supernatural sacrifice. If a man gives 

away all his possession, what’s left to give except his life?  Halfway through v.3 
Paul says “…if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain 
nothing.” Again this was of particular concern in those days.  There was 
widespread persecution in the empire.  Acts 12:1-2 says “About that time Herod 
the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. 2 He killed 
James the brother of John with the sword.”  All the apostles but John died a 
martyr’s death. The Corinthians knew that being a Christian might cost them 
their lives.  Certainly God would have us shed our own blood if we to choose  
between death or denying Jesus Christ.  But Paul’s point is that even if a man 
suffered the most excruciating death of being burned alive for the good of others, if 
he didn’t have love, it would all be in vain.  

The things humans admire most
Now why why did Paul choose to compare these things to love?  Because 

this type of reckless generosity and ultimate sacrifice are things that human 
beings admire the most.  There was a news story just this last week that made 
headlines.  Vets who were no long in active service spent went into Afghanistan 
on a covert mission to rescue people from the murdering Taliban.   They risked 13

their own lives for people they never met.  We hear stories like those and it stirs 
something so deep in our hearts.  Why?  Well I would suggest it is because these 
things particularly reflect Christ’s priestly office—His sacrifice, His suffering.  
They are Messiah-like acts of heroism.  Yet in spite of the greatness of these 
despite, despite how admired they are among men, despite the fact that they are 
manifest the priestly office of Christ, if a person sacrificed all he had, but not 
love, he would gain nothing

  Source: https://www.dailywire.com/news/report-u-s-special-forces-vets-secretly-rescued-hundreds-of-13

afghan-allies-left-for-dead-amid-biden-withdrawal  Accessed August 28, 2021

 

https://www.dailywire.com/news/report-u-s-special-forces-vets-secretly-rescued-hundreds-of-afghan-allies-left-for-dead-amid-biden-withdrawal
https://www.dailywire.com/news/report-u-s-special-forces-vets-secretly-rescued-hundreds-of-afghan-allies-left-for-dead-amid-biden-withdrawal
https://www.dailywire.com/news/report-u-s-special-forces-vets-secretly-rescued-hundreds-of-afghan-allies-left-for-dead-amid-biden-withdrawal
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2nd principle: Love is greater than man’s greatest performances
That brings us to our second principle: The greatest performance that you 

could give for the good of others could never make up for a lack of love.  But you might say, 
why would anyone give away all their property and even their own life if it were 
not for love?  Throughout history many philanthropists, have given up their 
riches so their names would be remembered for generations to come.  They were 
motivated by pride and a desire of selfish honor. Many soldiers have sacrificed 
their lives for the sole motive of king and country.  Others have given have given 
up all out of a fear of hell, hoping to atone for their sins.  One can do all of these 
things without love.  But there are three reasons why none of these things can 
substitute for love.  

1. God does not delight in mere outward performances.  The greatest 
sacrifice is greatly esteemed in the sight of men, but remember but God told 
Samuel: “…the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7).  If a man 
possessed all the gold in the world and all souls were in his hand and if he  
gave it all away it would not impress God.  Why?  Because God is not in 
need of anything from us.  He says in Psalm 50:10-12 “…every beast of the 
forest is mine…all that moves in the field is mine. “If I were hungry, I would 
not tell you, for the world and its fullness are mine.” As Edwards says here:  
“God takes no pleasure in any sufferings [or sacrifices] we may endure, 
considered in themselves.”14

2. Love contains all the duties that we owe God and man. When Jesus was 
asked what the greatest commandment was, He answered: “…you shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘You shall love 

 Edwards, Charity and Its Fruits, pg. 5714

—
Mark 12:33-34 And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, 
and to love one's neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 And 
when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” 
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your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than 
these” (Mark 12:30-31). Therefore it would be absurd to think that God 
could be pleased if we performed the greatest things but left out the 
principle thing—love—that He desires above everything else

3. All Apostolic teaching has love as the chief goal.  Paul said in 1 Timothy 
1:5 “The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good 
conscience and a sincere faith.”  Any sacrifice—no matter how great—that 
doesn’t meet this end of love, falls short of all Apostolic teaching.  15

From these three reasons we see again that love is the soul of all things.  Love 
cannot be bartered for.  If one doesn’t possess it, nothing, not even the greatest 
human sacrifice could secured.  Song of Solomon 8:7 says “If a man offered for 
love all the wealth of his house, he would be utterly despised.”  That’s our second 
point.

 I wasn’t sure how to land this one:  4. Every other commandment is summed up in love.  In Romans 15

13:8 Paul says that if we love each other, we have fulfilled the law. Then he tells us why in v.9 “For the 
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not 
covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.”    Do you catch that? Paul lists some of the ten commandments and then he says And any 
other commandment.  Any commandment that you can think of is either a way to expressly love God or 
love your neighbor (cf. Gal. 5:14; James 2:8).  No commandment exists which is not a commandment to 
love. [Corollary: Do you see why it is so dangerous to pit law against love?  That is not what the Scripture 
does.  If you think law and love are antithetical, you are being more influenced by the culture than by 
Scripture.  The cultural catechism teach us that love is sappy sentimentalism at best or unbridled 
permissiveness at worst that allows for every egregious evil under the sun.  Scripture never separates law 
from love.  Jesus said  “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (John 14:15).  To love God and 
neighbor means that we will hate evil. Romans 12:9 “Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to 
what is good.”]
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III. The Greatest Practice

By God’s grace, let’s now apply this to ourselves

Informatory Use
The first application point is for meditation.   Beloved, meditate on this 

truth:  love is the foremost thing that the gospel rests on.  In the gospel we learn 
that the Father has eternally and infinitely loved His only begotten Son.  We 
learn that the Son from the beginning has rejoiced before Him always. We learn 
that the Person of Holy Spirit is that mutual delight and love that the Father and 
Son share.  We learn that Father, Son, and Spirit desired to build a kingdom in 
which a people would everlastingly share in this love. Even when sin entered 
into the world which poisoned us to hate God and run from Him, God’s love for 
us never abated in the least.  Instead, His love for us is seen even more since sin 
has entered the world, because it reveals the extent to which God has gone to 
have us with Him.  1 John 4:9-10 “In this the love of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 
through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”   In the gospel we learn, that 
God’s love for us never began.  Jeremiah 31:3 “I have loved you with an 
everlasting love.”  We learn that God’s choosing us for salvation has nothing to 
do with how good we’ve been.  As the WCF says He has chosen us “…in Christ, 
unto everlasting glory, out of his mere free grace and love, without any foresight 
of faith, or good works, or perseverance in either of them.”   We learn in this 16

gospel that no matter how many times we sin, no matter how many times we 
show ourselves unfaithful and unlovable to Him, He will never leave us nor 
forsake us.  The WCF says that our “…perseverance…depends not upon [our] 
own free will, but upon the immutability of the decree of election, flowing from 
the free and unchangeable love of God the Father; upon the efficacy of the merit 
and intercession of Jesus Christ, the abiding of the Spirit.”  Beloved, what that 

 WCF 3.516
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means is that even if you don't get better, Jesus will love you still.  “Though we 
have sinned against Thee, thou lovest us still.” 

The love of God is greater far
than tongue or pen can ever tell;
it goes beyond the highest star,
and reaches to the lowest hell

Could we with ink the ocean fill, 
and were the skies of parchment made; 
Were every stalk on earth a quill, 
And every man a scribe by trade: 
To write the love of God above 
Would drain the ocean dry, 
Nor could the scroll contain the whole 
Though stretched from sky to sky.17

Consolatory Use 
That brings us to our second application point:  comfort.  Perhaps you are 

discouraged this morning because you look at your spiritual gifts and they seem 
so small, so insignificant.  Perhaps some of you don’t even see what gifts you 
have.  Perhaps you’re discouraged because you don’t feel like you have ever 
done anything great for God.  But what have we seen?  God doesn’t value 
anything no matter how great it is, if it doesn’t have sincere love for Him in it.  
And the opposite is true beloved:  God accepts and delights in even the smallest, 
most seemingly insignificant things if they have love to Him in them.  Do you know 
that if you simply speak of His wonderful name with other saints, He can see 
your love for Him?  And He rewards it! Malachi 3:16 “Then those who feared 
the Lord spoke with one another. The Lord paid attention and heard them, and a 
book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared the Lord and 

 The Love of God by Frederick Lehman.  cf. https://westpark-baptist.com/frederick-m-lehman/ 17

 

https://westpark-baptist.com/frederick-m-lehman/
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esteemed his name.”  So beloved, don’t measure your worth by your spiritual 
gifts you don’t have or by the great things you haven’t done.  What God esteems 
above all else is your sincere love to Him and your neighbor.  

Admonitory Use
That brings us to our third application point: rebuke.  How does this 

passage rebuke to us?  It rebukes us if we treat the spiritual gifts with greater 
esteem than love.  That’s what the Corinthians were doing.  Imagine that.  They 
were using their spiritual gifts—gifts that were meant to edify the Church, to 
build up others, to help others follow Jesus more closely—and they were using 
them to make much of themselves.  So Paul comes along and says that using the 
gifts like that means you are a nobody.  That’s not what the gifts are for.   God 
threatens terrible things to the Church when a Church becomes like that  In 
Revelation 2, Jesus wrote a letter to the Church in Ephesus.  Now they were 
exercising their spiritual gifts and they were doing so in noble ways. They 
refused to put up with false apostles (v.2).  They were steadfast.  They endured 
for the glory of Christ (v.3).  These things are incredible.  Yet Jesus says in v.4-5 
“But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. 
5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you 
did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, 
unless you repent.”   In other words, they started simply going through the 
motions of Christian life.  They were very orthodox in doing so.  They wouldn’t 
stomach heresy.  They did these things for Christ’s name’s sake.  But their love 
for Him and for each other had grown cold.  And Jesus threatened to remove 
their lampstand, meaning if they didn’t repent, He would remove the Spirit from 
the Church.   Beloved, are you going through the motions?  Are you exercising 
your gifts, but not doing them from a heart of love?  God gave you gifts 
specifically, and particularly to love others and to help them love Jesus more.  If 
you are not using them for that end, Paul is rebuking you.  
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Experimental Use  
That brings us to our fourth application point: examination.  Examine 

yourselves.  Are you a person who loves?  Here is difficult truth:  if you have 
been born again by the Spirit of God, you do not have love.  The only people 
that have the ability to love are those who have been born of God.  1 John 4:7 
says “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has 
been born of God and knows God.”  Whoever loves has been born of God. The 
converse is true, if you have not been born of God, you can’t love anyone, God or 
man.   Consider the misery you are in if that is you.  You are all alone.   You are 18

without God, without hope, with a promise of everlasting life, without the 
forgiveness of sins, without the intimate friendship of Jesus Christ.  There is 
nothing more miserable than your current state except for what will happen to 
you when the Day of Judgment arrives.  God will execute His wrath upon you.  
How will you stand on that day?  Dear friend, Jesus Christ is willing to give you 
His perfect love this morning.  He invites you to receive His love.  He says 
“Come to me…I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, 
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” 
(Matthew 11:28-29).  If you call on His name, you will learn what true love is.  

Hortatory Use
Finally, our last application is exhortation.  Paul is urging us above all else 

to put on love.  That’s what he says in Colossians 3:14 “And above all [else] put 
on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.”  If you ask, “But 
if I pursue love above everything else, won’t I be neglecting other duties God 
would have me do?  No.  Love is the source of every other virtue.  It is love to 
God that will incline your heart praise Him and adore Him. It is love to God 
that will incline your heart to submit to His Word.  It is love to God that will 
incline your heart to walk humbly before Him and be joyfully content with   

 If you say “Well I’m not a Christians, but I love people, but I do lots of loving things for people.  I 18

volunteer, I give my money to charity…”  Dear friend, the Scripture we just read says you can do the 
greatest things—give away everything you have and sacrifice your body to the flames for others and still 
not have love.  Those actions are not proof you have love.  
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what He has given you.  The same is true with your fellow man.  Love is the 
source of every other virtue.  If you love others, you will be inclined to see, 
justice for them when they are wronged.   For Romans 13:10 says “Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor.” If you love others, you will be inclined to always tell the 
truth, for what is fraud and deceit but hate towards others.   If you love others, 
you will be inclined to forgive them when they injure you, you will be inclined to 
show mercy to them when they are in need, you will desire to bear up their 
burdens.  Do you see, love is the source of every other virtue? Because love is 
the fulfilling of the law.    

So how do we put on love above all else?  First, realize that love is 
something that only God can give.  It is not a work of the flesh, it is fruit of the 
Holy Spirit.  Pray to the Spirit that He would increase your love.  Second, 
inform your mind with the roadmap that God has given us to love.  What’s the 
roadmap?  God’s perfect law.  It is a lie straight from hell that says God’s law 
and love are opposites.  Yes it’s true that we cannot be justified by the law.  Yes 
it’s true that Jesus died to free us from the curse of the law.  But now that we are 
born again, we are free to follow the perfect law of love.  Jesus specifically says 
in John 14:15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”  Or again in 
John 14:21 “Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who 
loves me.”  Jesus never separates law and love.   So use the law to learn how to 
love.  How do you do that?   Do you want to learn how to love God with your 
time?  Study the 4th commandment.  Do you want to learn how to love 
authorities properly?  Study the 5th commandment.  Do you want to learn how 
to love your neighbor with property and speech?  Study the 8th and 9th 
commandments.  Don’t just study the letter of the law, but the spirit of the law.  
It is through knowing God’s law and studying it and honoring it that we can put 
on love.  Galatians 5:14 “For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.”  May God grant us His grace so that our lives 
will be spent pursuing loving Him and neighbor above all else. 

 


