
 1

September 25th, 2022

The Dragon State and the Birth of a 
Savior

Exodus 1:22-2:10

Summa Theologica
Last week we saw Shiphrah and Puah the two Hebrew midwives defy and 

disobey the most powerful man in the world, because they feared God. They 
risked their own lives when they saved the sons of Israel. As such, God gave 
them a three fold blessing.  And this principle is seen throughout the pages of 
Scripture:  whenever God’s people defy tyrants, the LORD always blesses them. 

Introducing the Dragon State
This morning, we see that it gets even darker for Israel.  Pharaoh has 

attempted to suppress Israel thus far by 1) enslaving them and 2) ordering the 
midwives to kill the male babies.  But with each attempt, we read “…that the 
more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied…” (v.12).   Now Pharaoh 
comes forward with his final solution—he commands his people to throw every 
son born of the Hebrews into the Nile river.  Pharaoh and all of Egypt with him 
had become a dragon-state.  Whether he knew it or not, Egypt had become the 
serpent incarnate seeking to destroy the seed of the woman.  

Three views on human history
You see, this is what all of human history is about.  Human history is not 

what the pagans believe—an endless repetition of cycles like the seasons of 
spring, summer, fall, and winter.  The pagan view denies that history is the 
unfolding of some ultimate story with an ultimate finale.  Nor is human history 
what the evolutionists believe—that man through natural processes is 
progressing toward some secular utopia.  The evolutionary view denies the 
categories of sin and the need for forgiveness from God.  The Christian view of 
history is explained in one verse: Genesis 3:15.  Human history is the ever-
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unfolding of the war between the seed of the woman—Christ and His Church; 
and the seed of the serpent—Satan and the souls of the damned.  This war is on 
display in every epoch of history.  It explains everything in human history. It 
explains why nations rise and fall.  It explains abortion.  It explains persecution. 
It explains inflation.  It explains famines. The war between the two seeds is the 
story behind every story.  Pharaoh’s putting to death the sons of the Hebrews 
was the dragon taking up arms.  But thanks be to God!  The Lord brought forth 
a savior, Moses, who through the power of God, brought down the dragon.  This 
is not just an ancient event.  It is the gospel of Jesus Christ on display.  It’s the 
end of the world on display.  It’s your life on display. 

Our Doctrine 
Our Duty
Our Delight

I. Our Doctrine

Egypt the Dragon-state
Why am I calling Egypt a Dragon-state?  Because that is what Scripture 

calls Egypt.  Please turn with me to Isaiah 51:9-10. In this chapter, God is 
comforting His Church.  In v.8 we see that the wicked will be eaten up like a 
moth eats a garment, but God’s salvation for His people will be to all 
generations.  Now this prayer comes forward in v.9  “Awake, awake, put on 

 

The Big Idea…
The Dragon’s goal (and his image the Dragon-state) has always been to kill the 

Seed of the Woman, but in every epoch a Savior is born to slay him
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strength, O arm of the Lord; awake, as in days of old, the generations of long 
ago.  Was it not you who cut Rahab [a poetic name for Egypt] in pieces, who pierced 
the dragon? 10 Was it not you who dried up the sea, the waters of the great deep, 
who made the depths of the sea a way for the redeemed to pass over?”  The 1

prophet is looking back at the crossing of the Red Sea in Exodus 14 and is 
proclaiming that is when the LORD pierced the dragon state of Egypt.  By 
associating a dragon with Egypt, God is declaring that Satan has had nations 
who have bore his image.  They are Dragon-states precisely because they do his 
bidding. One author says here “The Dragon/Serpent, therefore, becomes in 
Scripture a symbol of Satanically inspired, rebellious pagan culture, especially 
exemplified by Egypt in its war against the Covenant people.”2

The road to the Nile was paved in righteousness
So let’s turn back to Exodus 1. Look with me at v.22 “Then Pharaoh 

commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews you shall cast 
into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.” This horror is only 
surpassed by Molech child sacrifice where they would place the helpless infant 
in the metal hands heated to scorching temperatures. These babies were either 
drowned or eaten by crocodiles.  The question must be asked:  why would the 
Egyptians obey this order?  We know the story behind the story, we know that 
Egypt as a whole was the seed of the serpent.  But what explains how they could 
be convinced to participate in such inhumanity?  Many have wondered the same 
thing about the Nazis in WWII. How did Hitler convince his people to 
exterminate the Jews?  Both Hitler and Pharaoh employed the same strategy.  
Virtue.  Claudia Koonz in her book The Nazi Conscience wrote this “The Third 
Reich extolled the well-being of the ethnic German community as the 
benchmarks for moral reasoning…They appealed not so much to malevolence as 
to ideas of health, hygiene, and progress in their campaign to elicit compliance 

 Also cf. Psalm 74:13-141

 David Chilton, The Days of Vengeance: An Exposition of the Book of Revelation, (Tyler, TX.,: Dominion 2

Press, 2011), pg. 304
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with policies that might otherwise have been seen as cruel and violent…ethnic 
Germans were exhorted to expunge citizens deemed alien and to ally themselves 
only with people sanctioned as racially valuable. The road to Auschwitz was paved 
with righteousness.”   Hitler convinced Germany to kill the Jews on the basis of 3

virtue. The Jews were a threat to the vitality of Germany.  That’s precisely what 
Pharaoh did.  The reason the Egyptians were willing to comply with Pharaoh’s 
evil plan was because he presented it as a virtuous plan: ‘This is how we save 
Egypt, this is how we save the motherland.  Yes a little sacrifice is necessary, but 
it will be for the good of the whole’ (v.10).  The road to the Nile was paved in 
righteousness. 

The Final Solution
Furthermore remember that Egypt believed Pharaoh was a god. The state 

was the all-powerful all benevolent parent of the people, just like how statist 
governments present themselves today.  Pharaoh was believed to be a political 
savior that Egypt depended on for salvation.  They obeyed this order not only 
because Pharaoh presented it as a virtue but also because he commanded it as 
their savior.   This was Pharaoh’s final solution.  It was the holocaust in the 
ancient world.  This was the most terrifying moment for the Jews.  They were 
on the brink of extinction, as baby boys were being ripped from their mother’s 
breast and cast to the crocodiles. 

The birth of a savior
But as Matthew Henry once said, “When men are [planning] the Church’s 

ruin, God is preparing for its salvation…Just at the time when Pharaoh’s cruelty 
rose to this height, the deliverer was born.”   Look with me at 2:1  “Now a man 4

from the house of Levi went and took as his wife a Levite woman.”  We know 

 Claudia Koonz, The Nazi Conscience, (Cambridge, MA.,: Harvard University Press, 2003), pg. 2-33

 Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry’s Commentary In One Volume: Genesis to Revelation, (Grand Rapids, 4

MI.,: Zondervan Publishing House, 1961), pg. 73
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from 6:20  that this man’s name was Amram and his wife’s name was Jochebed.  5

They had already been married before Pharaoh’s terrible edict, because they had 
two children Aaron and Miriam.  What do we know about Amram and 
Jochebed?  They feared the LORD more than Pharaoh.  They are in the great 
hall of faith in Hebrews 11.  v.23 says “By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three 
months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they 
were not afraid of the king’s edict.”6

“He was beautiful in God’s sight”
Look at v.2 “The woman conceived and bore a son, and when she saw that he 

was a fine child, she hid him three months.” God had so knit Moses together in his 
mother’s womb so that when he came out, he was marked with a beauty  that 7

fueled the faith of his parents.  For three frightening months, they miracuosly 
kept the cries of their baby out of the earshot of the Egyptians.

The ark that saved Moses
v.3 “When she could hide him no longer, she took for him a basket made of 

bulrushes and daubed it with bitumen and pitch. She put the child in it and 
placed it among the reeds by the river bank.”  Now some commentators think 8

that what Moses’ parents did here was sin motivated by fear.  They were 9

overcome with fear rather than faith. But given that Hebrews 11:23 says Moses' 
parents had faith and were not afraid of the king’s edict, I believe these were actions 
of faith, not fear. Consider these five reasons. 

 also cf. Numbers 26:595

 NIV6

 cf. Acts 7:207

 One note here.  I believe Amram was very much involved in helping Jochebed come up with this plan 8

and in fact was for it.  He’s not mentioned however.  Why?  I think because Moses is trying to emphasize 
the seed of the woman.  

 Notably Calvin9
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First, v.3 says “When she could hide him no longer…”  Stop.  This is 
language of ability. Think about the difference between could vs. would.  Could
— a variation of the word can—speaks of ability.  Would—a variation of the 
word will—speaks of volition.  The text doesn’t say she would no longer hide 
him—that she no longer had the will to hide him.  Rather it says she could no 
longer hide him.  She no longer had the ability to conceal his life. If the baby 
was discovered by the Egyptians, he would have been murdered.  She was 
taking action to prevent that.  

Second, we read in v.3 that “she took for him a basket made of bulrushes 
and daubed it with bitumen and pitch.”  This word for basket is only found 
one other place in the OT—it is the same word for the Ark that Noah made 
that saved the Seed of the Woman when God destroyed the earth in the 
flood.  Jochebed like Noah constructed an Ark to be a vessel of salvation.  
She carefully constructed it out of reeds, and then covered it with materials—
bitumen and pitch—which waterproofed it so that it would not sink.  

Third, we read in v.3 “She put the child in it and placed it among the reeds by 
the river bank.” This was a very particular location.  Question, do you know 
where and when your kids take a bath? Do you think these slaves, in all their 
trips to the Nile knew when certain royalty came down to the river to bathe, 
and where?  One commentator says here: 

“Moses’ mother was aware of the fact that Pharaoh’s daughter bathed 
in the Nile. Josephus tells us that Pharaoh’s daughter was name 
Thermuthis, meaning “the Great Mother.” She held a high and 
religious position in Egypt and had her own household.  The Nile was 
worshipped as an emanation of Osiris, and as life-giving.  The daughter 
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of Pharaoh thus bathed ritually in the Nile, a fact known to Moses’ 
mother.”10

Fourth, we read in v.4 “And his sister stood at a distance to know what 
would be done to him.”  Miriam went down with her mom to the Nile and 
helped her gently and tenderly place him in the river right by the river bank.  
And then Jochebed had her stay there strategically.  Jochebed didn’t leave 
Miriam there to see Moses get eaten by the crocodiles, but to see if her plan 
would work—to see if God would deliver the Seed of the Woman in the Ark 
like He did in ancient times.  

Fifth, just like the Hebrew midwives, God gave Jochebed a three-fold 
blessing for this act.  

The first blessing is that Jochebed got her son back.  v.5-8 “Now 
the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her 
young women walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the 
reeds and sent her servant woman, and she took it. 6 When she opened 
it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby was crying. She took pity on 
him and said, “This is one of the Hebrews' children.” 7 Then his sister 
said to Pharaoh's daughter, “Shall I go and call you a nurse from the 
Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” 8 And Pharaoh's daughter 
said to her, “Go.” So the girl went and called the child's mother.””  Now 
it didn’t matter if the Egyptians found baby Moses.  Because Jochebed 
now possessed her son under the protection of the princess of Egypt.  

The second blessing is that Jochebed got paid to take care of her 
own son! v.9 “And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, “Take this child 
away and nurse him for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the 

 Rousas John Rushdoony, Commentaries on the Pentateuch: Exodus, (Vallecito, CA.,: Ross House 10

Books), pg. 19
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woman took the child and nursed him.”” The house of Pharaoh is 
paying for the raising up of the deliverer!

The third blessing is that when the child was older, he was taken to 
Pharaoh’s court where he would be trained to take down the empire. 
Look at v.10 “When the child grew older, she brought him to Pharaoh's 
daughter, and he became her son.”  As the princess’s daughter, Moses 
would have received the best education.  As one author noted:  “Moses 
was trained in linguistics, mathematics, astronomy, architecture, music, 
medicine, law, and the fine art of diplomacy.  In other words, he was 
being trained for Pharaoh’s overthrow right under Pharaoh’s nose!”11

Our doctrine: the Dragon Slayer
So we arrive at our doctrine: The Dragon’s goal has always been to kill the Seed 

of the Woman, but in every epoch a Savior is born to slay him. As one author says: “All 
throughout history, Satan was trying either to  keep [Jesus] Christ from being 
born, or kill him as soon as He was born.”  But the Dragon has always failed.  12

Consider 6 proofs that this is the paradigm of all human history.  

Proof #1:  Cain and Abel
Why did Cain kill Abel?  1 John 3:12 says that “Cain…was of the evil one.”  

He belonged to the dragon.  Killing Abel was an attempt to assassinate the Seed 
of the Woman.   But God raised up Seth in Abel’s place.  Eve said in Genesis 
4:25 “God has appointed for me another offspring instead of Abel.”  The dragon 
failed.  The Seed of the Woman lived on. 

 Philip Graham Ryken, Preaching the Word:  Exodus, Saved for God’s Glory, (Wheaton, IL.,: Crossway, 11

2015), pg. 49

 Chilton, pg.30712
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Proof #2:  Saul and David
King Saul tried to kill David at least 13 times.  Was this only because Saul 

was jealous of David?  No it was because Saul belonged to the Dragon. 1 
Samuel 16:14 tells us he was possessed by an evil spirit.   That dragon spirit 
wanted David dead because to David it was promised that the Christ child 
would come. (Genesis 49:8-10).  The dragon failed.  The Seed of the Woman 
lived on. 

Proof #3:  Athaliah and Joash
When Queen Athaliah the wicked daughter of Jezebel and a worshiper of 

Baal ascended the throne of Judah, we read in 2 Kings 11:1 that “…she arose 
and destroyed all the royal family.”  This wasn’t merely a political maneuver.  It 
was an attempt to wipe out the Seed of the Woman coming through David’s line. 
But she was defeated because the child Joash was hidden from her.  The dragon 
failed.  The Seed of the Woman lived on.  

Proof #4:  Haman and Esther
The wicked prime minster of Persia Haman passed a law to execute all the 

Jews in the world.  But God raised up the two saviors of Esther and Mordecai 
to frustrate on his plans.  In the end, it was Haman the dragon that perished, 
and the Seed of the Woman lived on.  

Proof #5:  Herod and Christ
When King Herod heard that Christ had been born, he became the 

Pharaoh reincarnate and the antitype of the Dragon on earth.  Matthew 2:16 
says “Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 
became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in 
all that region who were two years old or under.”  But God sent Joseph and 
Mary and His Son into Egypt until Pharaoh died.  The dragon failed.  The Seed 
of the Woman lived on.  
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Proof #6:  The Cross and Christ
This is the pinnacle and ultimate fulfillment of our doctrine.  The Dragon 

and the rulers of that age crucified the Lord Jesus Christ. And it appeared at 
first that the Seed of the Serpent had the victory. But the dragon and his image 
bearers were tricked. Paul says that the gospel of Jesus Christ was the secret 
and hidden wisdom of God “…which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 
None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory” (1 Corinthians 2:7-8).  In dying, Christ 
defeated the Dragon. Jesus slayed the dragon with the dragon’s own weapon.  
The serpent bit His heal, but in doing so, the serpent’s head was crushed.  For 
Christ rose again from the dead utterly defeating the dragon.  John wrote about 
this very thing in the book of Revelation.  Revelation 12:4-5 “And the dragon 
stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her 
child he might devour it. 5 She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all 
the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne.”   13

Christ was caught up to God when He ascended into Heaven and sat down at 
the right hand of God.  And now He is reigning until He puts all enemies under 
His feet (1 Corinthians 15:25).   

Summa Theologica
In our passage, Pharaoh played the Dragon, and Moses the Savior.  

Beloved this is what all of history is about.  Children, boys and girls, this is why 
you love stories like Lord of the Rings or Spiderman.  Because they both reflect 
the story God has been telling in history since the beginning of time.  A  dragon 
appears on the scene and is bent on stealing, killing and destroying.  And it looks 
like all is lost.  Darkness swallows the souls of men.  All hope is lost.  Defeat is 

 “St. John thus brings together all the Woman-imagery of the Bible for this composite portrait of the 13

covenant community, laboring to bring forth the Messiah:  She is Eve, the Mother of all living, whose Seed 
will crush the Dragon’s head; she is also Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, Jochebed, Hannah, and the other 
women of the covenant who gave birth to deliverers, forerunners of the Seed; she is the Virgin Mary, 
through whom the promises to the fathers met their fulfillment.  But this great cosmic figure cannot be 
identified with any one of these women; rather, each of them individually embodied and portrayed before 
the world a different facet of the Woman’s meaning, imaging the labors of the Church to give birth to the 
Messiah.”  Ibid, pg. 299
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certain.  And then, at just the right moment, a child is born, a Son is given.  And 
He defeats the dragon at the cost of His own life—showing the breadth and 
length and height and depth of His love.  A love that surpasses all 
understanding.  That’s our doctrine: The Dragon’s goal has always been to kill the 
Seed of the Woman, but in every epoch a Savior is born to slay him.

II. Our Duty

1. Admonitory Use
Our first duty is to warn those who still belong to the Dragon.  Dear 

friend, if you believe the Bible has no authority, that it is not the Word of the 
Living God, you are a fool.  From what we have heard, the authenticity of the 
Bible shines forth with the brightness of the sun.  The OT writings which were 
written centuries before Christ all tell the same story.  They are all strands of the 
same tapestry.  They all vindicate the truth that Jesus of Nazareth is indeed the 
Son of God, that He is the Savior of the World.  As one author says “God has 
been preparing the way for Him through all ages of the world from the very 
beginning.”   Oh how great Jesus Christ must be!  He was prophesied about 14

for over 4,000 years before He came into the world.   Every hero in history 15

points to Him. Every deliverance in history is a shadow of His great deliverance.  
Every sacrifice ever made is an echo of His ultimate sacrifice.  Every victory 
over evil is a faint echo of His ultimate victory.  Jesus Christ is the Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end, the one who is and who was and who is the 
to come, the Almighty.  All who believe on Him and confess Him will be 
everlastingly happy and given eternal life.  All who deny Him are undone and 
will be ruined and miserable forever.  Dear friend, call on Christ.  He is the only 
Savior.  The only remedy.  The only mediator between God and man.  John 3:18 

 Jonathan Edwards, The Works of Jonathan Edwards Vol. 1, (Carlisle, PA.,: The Banner of Truth Trust, 14

2009), pg. 571

 James Ussher claims the beginning of the world was 4004 BC. cf. The Annals of the World15
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says “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son 
of God.”

2. Consolatory Use
Our second duty is bring comfort to all who belong to this great Savior.  

Romans 15:4 says “For whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, that…through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 
hope.”  This birth of Moses is meant to give you hope.  Behold how God 
governed over every detail in this account.  We could speak all day about how 
the faith of Moses’ parents and their plan in saving His life.  But without 
question, it was God in His secret providence that controlling every detail.  
Nothing in this story was chance.  

• God blinded the eyes of the Egyptians as Amram and Jochebed hid 
baby Moses for three months.  

• God softened the princess’s heart when she found him in the river, so 
that she would love him and adopt him as her own.  

• God moved Pharaoh’s heart to allow this Hebrew boy in the palace 
and even train him up  for his own future overthrow.   16 17

Every detail in this account was under the watchful eye of Almighty God.  Why 
is that a comfort to you?  Two reasons.  1) Ask yourself:  Why did God protect 
Moses?  So that He could save you and I and all who believe on His name.   The 
salvation of Moses, meant the salvation of Israel, which meant the Seed of the 
Woman Jesus Christ would come into the world to die and rise again for 
sinners.  When God stretched out His mighty arm and delivered Moses, your 
deliverance from death and hell and sin were secured. 2) God’s secret and 

 cf. Acts 7:2216

 I recognize it was a different Pharaoh that was overthrown, but here I just mean that the throne was 17

overthrown along with the rest of Egypt. 
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special providence over Moses and his family is the same secret and special 
providence that He has over your life.  The Belgic Confession says this about 
God’s secret care for His elect:

This doctrine gives us unspeakable comfort 
since it teaches us 
that nothing can happen to us by chance 
but only by the arrangement of our gracious 
heavenly Father, 
who watches over us with fatherly care, 
sustaining all creatures under his lordship, 
so that not one of the hairs on our heads 
(for they are all numbered) 
nor even a little bird 
can fall to the ground 
without the will of our Father.20

In this thought we rest, 
knowing that God holds in check 
the devils and all our enemies,

who cannot hurt us 
without divine permission and will.

Loved ones God’s saving and God’s caring for you are inseparably linked 
together.  Romans 8:32 says “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him 
up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?”  Since 
God already gave you the greatest gift in His Son Christ Jesus, surely He 
cannot fail to give you all lesser gifts, like His paternal and tender care towards 
you.  
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• What are you afraid of in the world today?  Psalm 27:1 “The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of 
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”

• What are you worried about or anxious about?  Matthew 6:26 “Look at 
the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 
they?”

• Have you given yourself over to despair?  Why?  Dear believer the Savior 
is on your side.  No matter what happens to you in this life, nothing can 
touch your soul.  John 10:27-28 “My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never 
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.”

Beloved if you feel like you are in the Nile right now, in danger of drowning, in 
danger of beasts from the deep.  Take courage.  Wait on the Lord.  You are in 
the Ark of God who is Christ Himself.  You cannot sink.  You cannot be 
devoured by the Dragon.  Nothing can defeat Christ’s power for the weakness of 
God is stronger than men. Nothing can thwart Christ’s wisdom for the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men.   You are secure dear Christian.  You 
already have the victory.  Rest in the Ark.  Rest in Christ.  

III. Our Delight

Celebratory Use
v.6 says that when Pharaoh’s daughter saw baby Moses, she had pity on 

him.  Other translations say that she had compassion on him.  In other words, 
this Egyptian princess loved this savior (lower case “s”) of Israel.  You see the 
Exodus account is not merely about God saving Israel.  It’s a reminder that Jesus 
came to save the world, including the Egyptians.  There were many Egyptians 
who left with Moses into the promised land (Exodus 12:38). And the prophet 
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Isaiah looks into the future and speaks of a day when Egypt will be saved.  He 
speaks of the magnitude and extensiveness of this salvation.  Isaiah 19:18 “In 
that day there will be five cities in the land of Egypt that speak the language of 
Canaan and swear allegiance to the LORD of hosts. One of these will be called 
the City of Destruction.”  John Calvin interprets what this means 

“God does not merely promise that five cities would be restored, (for how 
inconsiderable would such a restoration have been!) but generally, that five 
cities out of six would be saved. We know that the cities in Egypt were very 
numerous…Let us then suppose that there were a thousand cities in it, or…
more. He says that only the sixth part will perish, that the rest will be 
restored, so that but few will be destroyed.”18

Meaning, there will be a day when there is a 5-to-one ratio of Christians over 
non-Christians in Egypt.  And I would suggest the rest of the world.    Now this 19

work began at Pentecost when many Egyptians heard the gospel from Peter and 
were saved (Acts 2:10).  But the magnificent prophecy of Isaiah has not been 
fulfilled.  This looks forward to a great revival we have not experienced yet.  
Beloved this is part of the promise of the gospel.  I think we underestimate the 
words of the gospel when Christ says “For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him” 
(John 3:17).  Jesus came so that the world might be saved through Him.  If you 
were a baby Christian, how would you hear that verse?  I would suggest that 
you would hear it it two ways 1) That Jesus would save people from every tribe, 
and tongue and nation and 2) That Jesus would eventually save the majority of the 
world. That the Dragon would not succeed in dragging the majority of humanity 
into hell, but that the Christ would have the ultimate and decisive victory in 
saving the world.  

 Source:  https://ccel.org/ccel/calvin/calcom14/calcom14.viii.i.html  Accessed September 24, 202218

 This future restoration of Egypt is so great that in v.25 the Lord says “Blessed be Egypt my people.”19

 

https://ccel.org/ccel/calvin/calcom14/calcom14.viii.i.html
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Hortatory Use
Let me conclude with an exhortation.  Be strengthened in your faith.  Dear 

congregation, throughout history the dragon has always had the greatest earthly 
powers on its side:  Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome, and yet these 
dragon-states have never been able to succeed.  How many times has the Church 
of God been brought to the very brink of ruin—an ark floating in crocodile 
infested waters—only to be rescued and see her enemies come to ruin.  Pharaoh 
drown in the Nile.  Goliath’s head was cut off with his own sword.  Haman hung 
on the gallows he built.  Satan sealed his fate in the crucifixion of Christ.  As we 
look at the world today, oh what great anticipation we should have!  The 
Scripture promises bright days ahead, and oh how many great difficulties seem 
to be in the way.  God promised Israel a land flowing with milk and honey. But 
Pharaoh stood in the way.  God promises us things that eye has not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor has it entered into the heart of man.  But the new dragon of our day 
stands in the way.  What do you suppose will happen to this dragon?  He will be 
defeated like Pharaoh of old.  Be strengthened in your faith.  God has always been 
faithful to His promises since the beginning and He will be faithful still.  Neither 
dragon states nor the gates of hell can prevail against the church.  We have a 
Savior who has already overcome the world.  And He will reign until He puts all 
His enemies under His feet.  

 


